CHAPTER 11: Technology, Culture, and Everyday Life, 1840-1860

AGRICULTURAL ADVANCEMENT:

· Western movement increased with John Deere’s steel tip plow, cut labor to clear acres for tilling.

· Wheat became vital to the West—McCormick invented the mechanical reaper. 

· These machines used in the North more than South—the South had slaves.

· Land was “worn out” by overfarming in the East, so farmers came up with new techniques (new fertilizer and animal feed).

TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS:

· Eli Whitney began the interchangeable parts/unskilled labor trend. By 1851, Europeans called this trend the American System of Manufacturing.

· This success convinced people to invest in new inventions/machines.

· Morse sent the first telegraph—made many Americans form telegraph companies/lines, used for political/commercial messages, as well as emergency messages.

THE RAILROAD BOOM:

· Railroads were fast and fairly comfortable. However, sparks fell on passengers, there weren’t brakes, had no lights (couldn’t run at night), and delays were frequent due to time differences.

· Railroads eventually beat canals in speed and value.

· Turned Chicago ((() into the #1 commercial hub in America’s interior.

· Railroads made the Midwest get settled quickly—sold wheat and used rails as import/export lines.

· Illinois( Central Railroad bought land for stations, which created big towns like MANTENO! ( (my hometown!)
· Railroads funded mostly with private money—depression made people vote against state-aided projects.

· The New York Stock exchange traded railroad company stocks, and made New York City the center of investment firms. Investment bankers controlled the flow of money to railroads.

RISING PROSPERITY:

· Technological advances greatly reduced prices on everything, from clocks to food.

· Steam power increased workers’ incomes by 25%. (Factories could stay open longer).

· City growth also increased wages. (More year-round work). Also provided women/children with work.

DWELLINGS: 

· Unattached wood houses were being replaced with brick row houses. Bad row houses=tenements.

· Upper/Middle classes had ornate furniture called rococo. 

· Earlier settlements had crude, one-room log cabins.

CONVENIENCES AND INCONVENIENCES:

· Stoves and railroads made the American diet more diversified. 

· Public water systems—pipes and aqueducts—brought fresh water to cities.

· Coal caused pollution, few could afford fruit, and salt was used to preserve meat.

· Cities smelled bad. (No baths, no street cleaning, stables, outdoor bathrooms, no flushing toilets).

· In the Treatise on Domestic Economy, Beecher told women that technological advancements made it their duty to make their house a relaxing retreat from the outside world.

DISEASE AND HEALTH:

· Epidemics were common, and the average life expectancy for newborns was 24 years.

· Transportation Rev. increased epidemics—diseases followed railroads and shipping routes.

· Inability to understand disease lead to a distrust of physicians. (Contamination vs. Miasmas).

· Anesthetic invented in the 1840’s—Morton used it for surgery, making in widely used. It allowed longer and more complicated operations.

POPULAR HEALTH MOVEMENTS:

· Hydropathy—used baths/wet packs to rejuvenate and cleanse the system. 

· Sylvester Graham’s Diet—No alcohol, switch from meat to veggies and whole grain bread, no sexual “excesses”.

PHRENOLOGY:

· The human mind was made up of 37 organs, each in a different area. The organs’ development changed skull shape, so phrenologists could analyze a person’s character by looking at bumps on their skull.

· Orson/Lorenzo Fowler wrote books on it. Said the “veneration” organ made people naturally religious.

NEWSPAPERS:

· Few actually depended on profit—just political factions’ subsidities.

· Were profitable without being popular—too expensive and no interesting stories/illustrations.

· Bennett made the penny press—steam driven press that printed ten times faster.

· Created the concept of “news”—not just announcements

THE THEATER:

· Audiences (incl. prostitutes) was rowdy.

· British actor (William Macready) vs. American (Edwin Forrest) caused Astor Place riot. 

· Most common was Shakespeare—was altered to please the audience.

MINSTREL SHOWS:

· White men entertained people with black stereotypes in a show (by singing, dancing, acting).

· Depicted blacks as stupid, clumsy, and overly musical.

P.T. BARNUM:

· Came up with a circus with oddities such as “George Washington’s Nurse (169 years old)”, magicians, albinos, dwarfs, and the “Feejee Mermaid”.

· Nothing was actually real. Barnum, a temperance advocate, made the circus a family-friendly attraction.

ROOTS OF THE AMERICAN RENAISSANCE:

· Was emergence of American literature with authors like Cooper, Emerson, Hawthorne, Melville, and Poe.

· The rise of Romanticism—literature showed the longings of the author’s soul, as opposed to classicism.

· Transportation Rev. helped in making a national market for books.

COOPER, EMERSON, THOREAU, FULLER, AND WHITMAN:

· James Fenimore Cooper—The Pioneers. Created character Natty Bumppo to be distinctly American. 

· Ralph Waldo Emerson—said no amount of education would allow people to get the absolute truth; comes from the heart. Was the leader of transcendentalism.

· Henry Thoreau—Walden taught people to get their desires with hard work. 

· Margaret Fuller—Transcendentalist Woman in the 19th Century:  women needed education/confidence.

· Walt Whitman—Leaves of Grass: written in free verse, very blunt and lusty. :)

HAWTHORNE, MELVILLE, AND POE:

· Nathaniel Hawthorne—The Scarlet Letter.

· Herman Melville—Moby-Dick.

· Edgar Allen Poe—Cask of Amontillado.

· All wrote about psychology and pessimism about human nature.

· Said America was too boring/inadequate to write fiction about.

LITERATURE IN THE MARKETPLACE:

· Emerson became a lyceum lecturer (local organizations paid for speeches) in the North.

· Transportation made products cheaper, and books were sold in bulk for the first time for entertainment.

· Sentimental Novel—by women, for women, about women. (Susan Warner).

AMERICAN LANDSCAPE PAINTING:

· The Hudson River School (1820’s-1870’s) was best represented by Thomas Cole, Asher Durand, and Frederick Church, who painted scenes of the region around the Hudson River.

· George Catlin painted Native Americans in their pure, natural state.

· NYC picked Frederick Law Olmsted’s plan for Central Park. He wanted to create an area that resembled the countryside in a large city.

