Chapter 12: The Old South and Slavery, 1830-1860

Introduction

· Upper South: Virginia, N. Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas

· Lower/Deep South: S. Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas

The Lure of Cotton

· Cotton Kingdom was S. Carolina to Tennessee: Indian removal and high cotton demand
· Cotton growing was compatible with corn—same season, become more self-sufficient

Ties Between the Lower and Upper South

· Sugar and cotton dominated the Lower South; Upper South relied less on cash crops

· Upper and Lower South linked by economies, people, 3/5 clause, anti-abolitionism

· The high profits of cash crops created the internal slave trade between Upper and Lower South

The North and South Diverge

· South was mostly rural, but some encouraged factories and industry, like Tredegar Iron Works

· South didn’t like public education, compulsory education, or the education of Blacks

Planters and Plantation Mistresses

· Plantations had a huge division of labor—inside/outside slaves, domestic staff, artisans, etc.

· Most picked slaves over luxuries, because slave-owning was a status symbol

· Owners were very isolated, and left their plantations with overseers while they went to cities

The Small Slaveholders

· Usually owned a few slaves, were young, and aspired to become planters, not plantation owners

· Lived in the low country and delta areas

The Yeomen

· Were the biggest group—owned land, not slaves, but still grew crops for the market
· Tended to live in the upland regions like Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia
· Geared towards self-sufficiency with a modest profit
· Were family farmers, and traded within their communities
The People of the Pine Barrens

· Squatted on land, cleared some land, and did not grow cash crops
· Lived as they did by choice—were very independent and self-reliant
Conflict and Consensus in the White South

· Planters were Whigs (banking, econ. development), Yeomen were Dems (self-sufficient)
· Groups settled in different areas and were independent from one another
· Most state legislators were large planters who depended on the common people for election
· Yeomen overruled planters in the issue of banking
Conflict over Slavery

· The Virginia emancipation legislation of 1831-32, started by nonslaveholders, failed to pass
· Helper wrote The Impending Crisis of the South, which encouraged nonslaveholders to end slavery for their own interests
· Since the nonslaveholders were a majority, why didn’t they fight slavery?




a. some nonslaveholders wish to become slaveholders




b. most simply accepted the racist assumptions upon which slavery rested




c. didn’t want blacks to have the same social equality as the whites




d. no one knew, if freed, what they would do, or go

The Proslavery Argument

· George Fitzhugh argued that sick/old slaves weren’t fired like sick/old northern factory workers
· Abolitionism undermined the natural submission of slave to master, wives to husbands, etc.
· Southern clergy were convinced that slavery was compatible with Christianity
Violence in the Old South

· South had a high murder rate, and people were very aggressive 

The Code of Honor and Dueling

· The Southern code of honor made people sensitive to their reputations. It made southerners react violently to insults to demonstrate their high status.

· Dueling was the reaction to an insult. It only occurred between gentlemen.

The Southern Evangelicals and White Values

· Most popular religions were Baptists, Methodists, and Presbyterians 

The Maturing of the Plantation System

· As time went on, more slaves began to learn English, have families, and get married

· The amount of American-born slaves was also increasing due to the banning of slave importation

Work and Discipline of Plantation Slaves

· On smaller farms, slaves worked under the task system, when they had a daily quota of tasks

· Larger farms used gang labor. More supervised, large group of men/women worked together

· Slaves were strictly disciplined by overseers 

· Some slaves learned skills, like blacksmithing, carpentry, cooking, being house servants, etc.

The Slave Family

· Families were hard to keep together due to the buying and selling of slaves

· Many slaves remained unmarried and had no children. Children lived with one or no parents

· Strong ties between children and extended family

· Slaves made fictitious families—called fellow slaves mother, brother, uncle, etc.

The Longevity, Diet, and Health of Slaves

· US slaves lived longer due to: equal gender ratio, more food, disease immunities

· White children lived longer than Black children

Slaves off Plantations

· Slaves in the South held most of the nonagricultural jobs, since there was no competition from whites, who owned farms

· Blacks found it easier to find skilled jobs in the South than in the North

Life on the Margin: Free Blacks in the Old South

· Most lived in cities; allowed them to get a specialized occupation

· The percent of freed blacks dropped because of the increasing intensity of laws against blacks

Slave Resistance

· Nat Turner rebellion was the first to kill whites

· SC slave Denmark Vesey bought his freedom, planned to seize Charleston, but was caught

· Less rebellions in South than Caribbean b/c of white majority, family ties, and lack of allies

· Slaves forged passes to gain freedom, others like Harriet Tubman helped slaves run away on the Underground Railroad. Used arson, poisoning, work stoppages, etc.

The Language of Slaves

· Developed pidgin English, was the only language most slaves knew—dropped verbs, confused genders

African-American Religion

· Most slaves believed in native African religions (reverence for water), drew them to Christianity (baptism)

· Converted most commonly to Baptists or Methodists 

· Many churches were interracial 

· Slaves connected with the Jews in the Bible

Black Music and Dance

· Was very expressive, rhythmic

· Sang while working; sang spirituals—religious songs focused on freedom and deliverance  

