Immigration, Expansion, and Sectional Conflict, 1840-1848

Newcomers and Natives

· Between 1815-1860, 5 million European immigrants came

· The Irish were the most numerous and Germans were a close second. Smaller proportions came from England, Scotland, Wales, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, and Holland

Expectations and Realities

· Some came for religious freedom
· Most came to improve economic condition, but life was different in America—farms in America were spread apart, not in villages. The voyage was dangerous and crowded
· Irish came on manufacturing ships headed to New England. Germans came on cotton ships going to the South. The Irish stayed in New England and the Germans moved to the upper Mississippi/Ohio valleys
· Many stayed close to people from their native countries for the sense of community 

The Germans

· Were very diverse—came from different German states, had different religions

· Most were farmers, some were professionals/artisans

· All spoke German, so they lived in German neighborhoods. They formed their own militia companies, schools, newspapers, and social events

· Since they were so diverse, Germans didn’t need to go outside their neighborhoods for anything (had doctors, artisans, clergy, merchants… everything)

The Irish

· Around 1820, most were protestant merchants, but by the 1840’s, they were poorer and more Catholic

· Between 1845-1850, the potato famine occurred in Ireland, inflicting serious hunger and killing thousands of people. To escape this, 1.8 million Irish came to America.

· Men did hard, outdoor labor; women worked as servants or in factories

· Majority was women, who were naturally very self-sufficient

· Irish were treated as second-rate citizens, and rarely rose up in social ladder

· Poor Irish had to compete with African Americans, which created animosity towards both blacks and abolitionists

Anti-Catholicism, Nativism, and Labor Protest

· Crazy rumors about the Catholic Church were everywhere with the recent Irish immigration

· Protestants fought back with anti-immigration societies. One, called the Order of the Star-Spangled Banner, evolved into the political party known as the American/Know Nothing party

· Nativism came from Catholic vs. Protestant Bible interpretations, and the idea that Catholics were “stealing” jobs

· Radicals like George Henry Evans wanted to establish rural republican villages, appealed to small artisans who were losing business to factories

· More labor unions were being created due to the threat of land reformers

· Commonwealth v. Hunt (1842)—Massachusetts said labor unions were not illegal monopolies. But since hardly anybody was in a union at the time, factories could fire union agitators 

Immigrant Politics

· Political issues in Germany/Austria (Revolutions of 1848) caused people to come as political refugees (48’ers)
· Irish and Germans went to Democratic Party for support. Democrats were geared towards common man, didn’t like social reforms. (Whigs were for abolitionism, temperance, public school reform)
· Dems convinced immigrants they were Americans, and issues like taxes and expansionism directly affected them
The Far West

· America gave up Texas and California to Spain with the Transcontinental Treaty. After gaining independence, Mexico assumed control of these lands
· Adams-Onis Treaty also made Spain give America its claims in the Oregon country. After Russia gave up its land there, America and Britain decided to share it

Far Western Trade

· America and Britain made trade outposts on the western coast, trading furs, cattle, and tallow for coffee, tea, spices, etc.
· This trade caused little friction between merchants and Californios (Hispanics born in California)
· Trade links between St. Louis and Santa Fe formed the Santa Fe Trail. Merchants with lots of products and no money went westward, where they traded for mules and Mexican silver
· Californios depended on the trade for goods and customs duties from merchants
The American Settlement of Texas to 1835

· Before, Franciscan priests converted and westernized Native Amricans in presidios

· In the late 1820’s, the Mexican government began selling the missions’ lands to government officials and ranchers. They forced the Natives to work, and many fled. As this happened, crime increased drastically

· Mexico encouraged American settlement by giving empresarios land grants. Because most settlers were southern slave-owners and  Mexico emancipated its slaves, Mexico closed Texas to future immigration
· Stephen F. Austin got this repealed four years later 
· Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, the Mexican president, restricted the power of Coahuila-Texas, (where most Americans settled), starting the Texas Revolution
The Texas Revolution

· Santa Anna invaded Texas during 1835. He took over San Antonio, and the defenders retreated into an abandoned mission, the Alamo. Most Texans were killed, but some, like Davy Crockett, surrendered
· Before this, Texas delegated declared the independence of the Republic of Texas, with Sam Houston for the president. He found reinforcements and launched a surprise attack on Santa Anna. Many were killed, Santa Anna was captured, and he was forced to sign a treaty recognizing Texas’s independence.
American Settlements in California, New Mexico, and Oregon

· People in Oregon and California were few and far-between (
· People came due to rumors of amazing farmland.
· Methodist missionary Jason Lee moved into Oregon, bringing hundreds of settlers with him.
The Overland Trails

· People traveling across the plains thought Natives would kill them, but they were cooperative and friendly
· Settlers got lost, had wagons break down or animals die. Trails were hard to follow
· They went in big groups for support: women packed and cooked, men drove wagons and hunted 
The Whig Ascendancy 

· Harrison wanted the American System, repeal Independent Treasury, create a private corporation that issues currency, and a tariff that would be used for individual states’ internal improvements
· Couldn’t do anything—Harrison died, VP John Tyler took over. He vetoed bill that would cancel Compromise Tariff of 1833. Whigs had Senate, Dems had House, president didn’t have a single definite party
Tyler and the Annexation of Texas

· Webster-Ashburton Treaty (Maine vs. Canada) convinced Tyler to annex Texas
· North was concerned that Texas would create too many slave states, so they would lose power in the House
Election of 1844

· Clay (Whig) and Van Buren (Dem) were deadlocked, broken by James Polk, who supported annexation
· Clay started to go against annexation, and the Liberty party was created, who nominated James Birney
· Polk won in electorals, lost in popular, but was elected.
Manifest Destiny, 1845

· Democrats supported this, citing religious reasons, as well as good trade routes and to preserve American agriculture
· Supported by poor labor classes—anti-British, anti-Black, Irish, etc.
Polk and Oregon 

· Congress told Britain that they could go to war or negotiate with the 54’40 line
· Negotiated the 49th parallel but didn’t gain Vancouver Island and Britain retained navigation rights on the Columbia
The Origins of the Mexican-American War

· Mexico didn’t pay $2 mil. debt, Americans still remembered the Alamo
· Congress passed resolution that annexed Texas, and made southern border Rio Grande, not Nueces, which was more North
· Stationed Zachary Taylor’s troops at edge of disputed territory
· Dispatched John Slidell to negotiate; it failed, Mexico attacked Taylor’s troops, and Polk set aside $10 mil. for war
The Mexican-American War 
· Important People:

· General Stephen W. Kearny- led 1,700 troops to Santa Fe and took over without a fight (New Mexico)

· John C. Fremont- Seized Sonoma, created “Bear Flag Republic” (California)

· General Zachary Taylor- won many victories including a great victory over a large Mexican force at Buena Vista

· General Winfield Scott- succeeded in battling his way up to Mexico City by September 1847

· Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo signed in Feb. 1848. Given Texas. New Mexico, California for $15 mil. and the assumption of Mexican citizens

The War’s Effects on Sectional Conflict

· Northerners didn’t want slavery—laborers compete with slaves
· Polk was satisfied with Missouri Compromise (36’30)
The Wilmot Proviso 

· David Wilmot (Dem) introduced amendment that said slavery would be banned in any territory acquired from the negotiations
· Passed in House, not in Senate. South said slaves were property and were protected by Constitution; North used Necessary and Proper cause to validate their views
The Election of 1848

· Wilmot amendment made Whigs look like the South’s friends. 
· Zachary Taylor (Whig) vs. Lewis Cass (Dem). Cass established popular sovereignty 
· Free-soil party, made of Democrats who supported Wilmot, Abolitionists, and the Liberty party, nominated Van Buren
· Taylor won. (
The California Gold Rush

· Gold Rush started right after the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
· California became very diverse
· Prospectors did not want to compete with blacks and wanted them all out
· Need for a government and questions surrounding slavery made America fear California would become an independent territory
