Chapter 16: The Crises of Reconstruction, 1865-1877

Lincoln’s Plan:

· Only radical Republicans, like Sumner and Stevens wanted black suffrage
· Reconstruction plan called the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction:
· 10% of voters in 1860 election swear allegiance, accept emancipation
· 10% could make a state legislature
· Confederate officials/officers couldn’t take oath; had to receive presidential pardons
· Radical Republicans had Wade-Davis bill—military governors. 50% swear allegiance, “ironclad” oath. Lincoln vetoed
Presidential Reconstruction under Johnson:

· Oath-takers get property, elect delegates for convention that would accept 13th amendment, illegalize secession
· Confederate officers/rich ex-Confederates were disqualified—purged planter aristocracy
· Still gave out lots of pardons, dropped punishment for treason, South passed black codes—segregation, no interracial marriage, forced blacks to take agricultural jobs
Congress Versus Johnson:

· Lyman Trumbull wrote two bills to invalidate black codes:
· Freedmen’s Bureau Bill- run courts to invalidate labor contracts. Vetoed
· Civil Rights Act/1866- made blacks citizens, gave equal civil rights. Vetoed
· Congress overrode Johnson’s vetoes—he said south was shut out of Congress that passed them
The Fourteenth Amendment, 1866

· Passed by Republicans to prevent invalidation/repealing of Civil Rights act
· People born/naturalized in US were citizens
· Nullified Dred Scott case
· Said Congressional representation would be cut if states didn’t allow suffrage for all men
· Didn’t allow Confederate-supporting officeholders to become government leaders 
· Federal government denied and rejected Confederate debt
· Repubs won big time in the Congressional elections and created mandates that would halt any resistance to the 14th 
Congressional Reconstruction, 1866-67:

· After overriding several presidential vetoes, the Reconstruction Act of 1867 was passed:
· Invalidated previous state governments
· States combined into five military districts, each run by Union general
· Voters (all men that weren’t previously disqualified) elected delegates that would write a constitution incl. black suffrage
· Once ratified, people could vote for state officers
· After approving this, Congress would readmit the state
The Impeachment Crisis, 1867-68:

· Fugitive Slave Act separated Northern/Southern Whigs.
The Fifteenth Amendment and the Question of Woman Suffrage, 1869-70:

· Stephen Douglas wanted to make Nebraska a territory, make railroad/settlement from Midwest to Pacific
A New Electorate:

· Most Northerners, regardless of position on slavery, agreed on support for free soil—whites can’t compete with slaves
Republican Rule:

· Kansas-Nebraska doomed Manifest Destiny—it became a huge sectional issue
Counterattacks:

· Whigs were divided on slavery and Kansas-Nebraska Act, repelled antislavery Dems from affiliation
Confronting Freedom:

· Evolved from nativist organization (anti-Catholic, anti-immigrant). First voted Whig, switched to Know-Nothings
