Chapter 27: America at Midcentury, 1952-1960

“Dynamic Conservatism”:

· Eisenhower believed in private hydroelectric/nuclear power, give states control of oil-rich “tidelands”

· His dynamic conservatism was typical republican pragmatism: reduced taxes/inflation, govern efficiently

The Downfall of Joseph McCarthy:

· When McCarthy got mad his aide was drafted, he blamed the army as Communist: nationally televised investigation made him look evil, was censured by Senate for “contemptuous behavior”

· William Buckley created Christian Anti-Communist Crusade; John Birch Society called Eisenhower a Commie

Jim Crow in Court:

· Court cased under chief justice Earl Warren:

· Jencks v. US: accused could inspect gov. files used by prosecution

· Yates v. US: overturned Smith Act, ended prosecutions of communists

· Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka: “separate but equal” can’t apply to schools. South used interposition to nullify
· Southerners in Congress signed Southern Manifesto—said Brown was an abuse of judicial power
The Laws of the Land:

· Governor Faubus of Arkansas refused to desegregate Little Rock schools, sent state’s National Guard

· Eisenhower sent federal troops to protect blacks’ rights: didn’t want racism to be liability in Cold War

· Civil Rights Act of ’57 made a permanent commission on civil rights with investigatory powers

Ike and Dulles:

· Sec/State John Foster Dulles: containment is stupid, liberate eastern Europe, retaliate with bombs, brinksmanship 

· Ike proposed “atoms for peace”—superpowers contribute materials to a UN agency for industrial projects

· US/Soviet mtg. in Geneva called for a peaceful coexistence and a halt of nuclear weapons tests

CIA Covert Actions:

· Allen Dulles put in charge of CIA: end communist regimes, cultural anticommunism (jazz, abstract art shows)

· Ousted PM of Iran, who America feared would give oil to the Soviets. Replaced with pro-Amer. Sha Reza Pahlavi

· Made pro-Amer gov in Philippines, and overthrew Guatemala (who nationalized United Fruit Company)

The Vietnam Domino:

· Saw Indochina as important part of cold war: help France fight Vietminh (Vietnamese nationalists, Ho Chi Minh)

· Would not give more aid (Korea sucked!). Conf. in Geneva made ceasefire, divided Vietnam at 77th parallel

· Domino theory—if Vietnam went communist, then all of Asia would fall like dominos

· Ngo Dinh Diem (anticommunist Catholic) to rule S. Vietnam; Natl. Liberation Front was opposition, won control

Troubles in the Third World:

· Suez crisis:

· Amer. offered Egypt a loan to make a dam on Nile—Gamal Abdel Nasser bought arms from Czech, recognize China

· We took back loan, so Nasser nationalized Britain’s Suez Canal. Britain, France, Israel attacked

· Effects: US protects Western interests, antiwestern sentiment, Eisenhower Doctrine (US would sent aid/troops to Middle East threatened by Communism)

The Eisenhower Legacy:

· Said military and industry had similar interests; military needs to be subordinate (military-industrial complex)
The New Industrial Society:

· Federal and State/Local spending kept the economy growing:

· Public works

· Defense—most money went to western America (General Dynamics, Boeing)

· Science—Atomic Energy Commission (Duquesne Light built 1st Nuclear power plant in Pennsylvania)

The Age of Computers:

· IBM made Mark I calculator to decipher Axis codes; ENIAC, the 1st electronic computer, was made by military

· Use computers to monitor production, sort census, banking, meteorology 

The Costs of Bigness:

· Lots of oligopolies/monopolies; creating conglomerates by merging unrelated companies; mechanized farming
· Rachel Carson—Silent Spring (costs of pesticides); David Riesman—The Lonely Crowd (Executives were not independent)
Blue-Collar Blues:

· When the AFL and CIO combined, strikes decreased and more people saw themselves as middle (not working) class

Prosperity and the Suburbs:

· As income increased, people spent more on consumer goods: got loans, mortgages, credit cards

· Highways made suburbs grow—Fed. Housing Admin/Veterans Admin. gave loans, but not to blacks in white areas

· Sunbelt=old Confederacy to southern California was filled with industry and senior citizens (lol… aka Republicans)

Togetherness and the Baby Boom:

· People married/had kids younger. Life expectancy increased 6 years due to antibiotics/vaccinations 

· Baby boom occurred between 1946-1964, with 76 mil. being born!

· Dr. Benjamin Spock wrote Common Sense Book of Baby & Child Care- urged mothers to stay home full-time

Domesticity:

· Women were expected to stay home and take care of family and home. Were taught cooking/typing, not jobs

· More women were still entering work force, but they were paid less and worked only to supplement income

Religion and Education:

· Religion was on an upswing… Billy Graham was a televangelist who combined salvation/anticommunism on TV

· Movies, books, government got more religious--- “under God…” to the pledge and “In God we Trust” to money

· More people were educated and going to college. People were conservative and conformist… how much fun.

The Culture of the Fifties:

· NYC replaced Paris as art capital of the world with the Museum of Modern Art
· Films showed Americans as happy, white, middle-class families. Women were acted out to look stupid, and there were no minorities 
The Television Culture:

· 9/10 people had TV’s—ABC, NBC, CBS, Tv Guide, TV dinners, and advertising soared

· When TVs weren’t as popular, shows were creative, dramatic, political. Afterwards, shows were un-controversial 

Poverty and Urban Blight:

· Although the amount of poor families decreased, 35 mil. still lived below poverty line—most in inner-city slums

· The Other America: Poverty in the US, Michael Harrington- poor were trapped in a cycle of want and deprivation

Blacks’ Struggle for Justice:

· Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on a Montgomery bus; sparked boycotts. Made Montgomery Improvement Asso. (led by Martin Luther King) to boycott busses. Got Supreme Court to outlaw bus segregation

· MLK made Southern Christian Leadership Conference to organize nonviolent antiracist activities

Latinos and Latinas:

· Puerto Ricans came—not enough schools, housing, jobs. Puerto Rican Asso. for Community Affairs try to end discrimination

· Bracero program was a temporary worker program- hired seasonal farm workers. Operation Wetback deported 3 mil. illegal immigrants
· Felt like they should get equal rights after fighting in WW2: ended school and jury duty segregation 
Native Americans:

· Congress wanted to assimilate Native Americans: ended treaty relationships and financial support

· It impoverished many, and gave their lands to non-Indians. Used Voluntary Relocation Program to give moving costs, job/housing help, and living expenses

Sputnik:

· USSR launched Sputnik (“Little Traveler”), a satellite and Sputnik II, which had a doggie in it!

· Amer. responded with the American Vanguard missile, which EPICALLY FAILED and exploded. Lolz.

· Spend more on missiles & education; Science Advisory Committee, NASA; Atlas intercontinental missile 

A Different Beat:

· Rock music was on the rise, 1st major song was Shake, Rattle, and Roll by Joe Turner. Was connected with crime

· Elvis Presley was very popular- sexual implications made adults condemn it, so kids loved it more, of course

Portents of Change:

· Nonconformist writers called the Beats revolted against middle-class society:
· Howl (Ginsberg) and On The Road (Kerouac)
· Made fun of conformist America
· Glorified outcasts and sexual freedom… showed beginning of HIPPIE MOVEMENT.
