Chapter 29: A Time of Upheaval, 1968-1974 

Toward a New Left:

· Using Port Huron Statement (no racism, materialism, violence), kids formed Students for a Democratic Society

From Protest to Resistance:

· U. of Cali students (Mario Savio) were fundraising and recruiting at the campus gate; university suddenly banned this

· Formed Berkeley Free Speech Movement- coalition of student groups fighting for freedom of political activities

· Protest school courses/teachers, dress codes, lack of minorities, Vietnam War (chemical/napalm companies, army recruiters)

· At Columbia, students fought new gym in Harlem & held dean captive: police violently took over school, let to class boycott

· New Mobilization (antiwar) led March Against Death in DC to protest Vietnam War

Kent State and Jackson State:

· After Nixon invaded Cambodia, students at Kent State protested: 4 were shot by campus police after refusing to disperse

· Mississippi police killed 2 at (black college) Jackson State. Strikes closed 400 colleges across America

Legacy of Student Frenzy:

· While some antiwar advocates used terrorism (U. of Wisconsin), others didn’t… and went streaking?! Egads!

· Student leftism gave Republicans another thing to complain about. Allowed Reagan to be elected to California governor

Hippies and Drugs!!!!!!!:

· Hippies distained employment and consumerism; Roszack called it counter culture (disaffiliated from mainstream culture)

· Half of college students tried marijuana; LSD was used in “acid tests” to experiment its effects 

Musical Revolution (FINALLY!):

· BEATLEMANIA, BOB DYLAN, AND WOODSTOCK ’69! ( where they shared music, drugs, and sexual partners! Lol!

· Charles Manson murdered movie stars; Hell’s Angels (motorcycle gang used to guard Rolling Stones) terrorized audience

The Sexual Revolution:

· Oral contraceptives started in the ‘60s; also used IUD’s. Roe v. Wade completely legalized abortion during 1st trimester

· Laws ended restrictions of sexually explicit art: resulted in Playboy, X and R ratings, sexual jokes on television

· Cohabitation (living together without marriage) became more common, along with “open marriages” and swingers

Gay Liberation:

· Gay liberation started after gays at gay bar Stonewall Inn fought against an NYC police raid

· Fought for equal rights, removing stigma of homosexuality (gay is not a mental disorder), make it a regular orientation

· Homosexuality began to be classified as a civil-rights protected status: caused many to “come out”. SURPRISE!

The Tet Offensive in Vietnam:

· Eugene McCarthy, a Democratic war critic, ran against LBJ, who won by a gigantic margin in 1964

· After North Vietnam/NLF attacked the south and the US embassy, the south/US defeated the communists, but many died

· Saw as a defeat for LBJ (casualties), which set up a Democratic takeover

A Shaken President:

· Liberals wanted Robert Kennedy to win (end war); LBJ announced he wouldn’t run for reelection

Assassinations and Turmoil:

· MLK was killed by James Earl Ray, a white racist; rioting and violence commenced, police ordered to shoot rioters/arsonists

· Robert Kennedy was assassinated; Hubert Humphrey, LBJ’s VP, got democratic nomination

· George Wallace (Amer. Inde, support segregation and antiwar protests) and Richard Nixon (Repub, return to conservatism)

· Outside Dem. Convention, “Yippies” (anarchists) ridiculed political system: police violently beat them, was a “police riot”

Conservative Resurgence:

· Nixon represented “silent majority” of conservative taxpayers and good American citizens

· Repubs became synonymous with the south; The Emerging Republican Majority by Phillips told Repubs to focus on Sunbelt 

Vietnamization:

· Nixon believed in realpolitik (pragmatic, national interests) and chose Henry Kissinger as Sec. of State

· Nixon Doctrine—America’s role in 3rd world was that of a helpful partner, not protector (wanted to end Vietnam)

· Troops at My Lai led by William Calley massacred civilians, gang-raped, burned the town; Made more veterans against war

· Wanted to replace Americans with South Vietnamese (Vietnamization); increased bombing of the North, Cambodia, Laos

LBJ’s War Becomes Nixon’s War:

· After N. Vietnam troops increased US/South Vietnam invade Cambodia/Laos: ended Cambodian neutrality, create protests

America’s Longest War Ends:

· The Paris Accords ended hostilities, didn’t resolve North/South confrontations. Released POW’s too

Détente:

· Step back from Vietnam war made detente (easing of relations) between America and communist countries

· Kissinger organized Nixon’s trip to China to get diplomacy/recognition of PRC

· Agreements with Soviets on trade, technology: Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty froze missile construction for 5 years

Shuttle Diplomacy:

· Israel took over Sinai, Gaza Strip, West Bank; would give up for negotiated peace, but Arabs wouldn’t agree—created PLO

· After Egypt attacked Israel, Amer. gave weapons to fight and win (Yom Kippur War)

· Shuttle Diplomacy—Kissinger flew around Middle East to create cease-fire, return of some lands, end of oil embargo

· Gave money to opponents of Marxist Salvador Allende in Chile: he was assassinated, America would recognize new dictator

The Nixon Presidency:

· Neil Armstrong walked on the moon in 1969! GO AMURICCAA!!! 

· Occupational Safety and Health Admin. enforced standards in workplace; EPA. Earth Day, 18-year-olds could vote!

· Family Assistance Plan of ’69 proposed but didn’t pass: would make minimum annual income

A Troubled Economy:

· Cut spending + raised interest rates= inflation and recession, called “stagflation” and “Nixonomics”: more poverty

Law and Order:

· Used government to harass Black Panthers; “the plumbers” was Nixon’s team that discredit opposition, keep exec. Security

· Daniel Ellsberg gave press the Pentagon Papers (history of US involvement of Vietnam). Nixon had plumbers break into Elleberg’s psychiatrist’s office for info. to discredit him

The Southern Strategy:

· Nixon supported some segregation: Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Edu said kids could be bussed to desegregate

· Nixon tried to reverse it: bought him white southern votes

The Election of 1972:

· George McGovern (Democratic and antiwar). Nixon re-ran, using Committee to Reelect the President to get contributions

· CREEP broke into the Democrats’ office and apartments, tried to wiretap phones, and got caught. Nixon still won

The Watergate Upheaval:

· Washington Post reporters revealed the scandal with clues from “Deep Throat”

· Special Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities made: found out about “enemies lists”, gov. harassment, corruption

· After tapes were found that recorded the oval office, the impeachment trial began

A President Disgraced:

· VP charged with tax evasion/bribes; they subpoenaed Nixon for the tapes. Accused Nixon of obstruction of justice, abuse of power, contempt of Comgress
· Instead of conviction, Nixon resigned in August 1974
· Gerald Ford took over as 1st president who wasn’t elected as VP or president
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