Chapter 32: Global Dangers, Global Challenges, 2001 to the Present

The Bush Administration Begins:

· Dick Cheney as VP, Colin Powell as Sec/State, Condoleezza Rice as security advisor, Donald Rumsfeld as Sec/Defense 

Day of Horror- September 11, 2001:

· 3 airplanes were hijacked, crashed into World Trade Center, Pentagon, and a Pennsylvania field (headed towards White House)

· Islamic terrorists targeted symbols of US power. Increased patriotism, caused stocks to drop (tourism, airlines, travel)

Confronting the Enemy in Afghanistan:

· Let Bush do anything to retaliate/prevent terrorism blamed on al Qaeda (“the base”) headed by bin Laden- protected by Taliban

· Invaded Afghanistan, caused surrender of Kabul. Al Qaedas were sent to Guantanamo Bay, new gov. with Karzai as leader

Tightening Home-Front Security:

· Made TSA, tightened overseas travel; USA-Partiot Act let government monitor phones/e-mail to discover terrorists

· Made Dept. of Homeland Security that absorbed Coast Guard, Customs, emergency awareness, immigration/nationalization

The Campaign in Iraq, 2003-2004:

· Iran, Iraq, North Korea called “axis of evil”. Neoconservatives (new conservatives) wanted to shift focus to Iraq, democracy

· Congress 2002 let Bush do anything to defend national security against Iraq

· UN inspected Iraq weapons, but silly Colin Powell thought there were weapons of mass destruction. War began 3/19/2003

Economic Reverses and Corporate Scandals:

· Recession started in 2001 in Silicon Valley and Wall Street. What was once a budget surplus under Clinton became a deficit

· Enron bankrupted, telecommunications suffered; Sarbanes-Oxley Act made strict accounting/finance regulations & penalties

The Republican Domestic Agenda:

· Energy Bill made more nuclear plants, less environmental regulations, tax breaks to power companies. Tried (AND FAILED) to allow drilling on Alaska’s Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
· No Child Left Behind- standardized tests/low score penalties, vouchers so kids could move to private schools on tax money

Campaign Finance Reform and the Election of 2004:

· Bill banned soft-money contributions from NRA, lobbyists, anti-abortion peeps to try to reduce power of money in politics

· John Kerry/Edwards vs. George Bush/Cheney. Bush won 51/48, most pivotal state= OH! IO! (Spelled “Barack Obama” wrong on pg. 986!)
The Continuing Struggle in Iraq- Sagging Home-Front Support:

· Kept trying to rebuild Iraq army and reconstruct the area, but it failed pretty much. Didn’t want democratic elections

· Voting was interrupted by many suicide bombers, killing civilians and toppling mosques and government buildings

· Jack Murtha urged immediate withdrawl—no WMD’s, no 9-11 connection, prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib

· John Yoo’s torture memo about Guantanamo showed that we tortured prisoners during interrogation (water boarding)

· Bush let National Security Agency read any overseas calls/emails without a warrant—he said it was necessary

· Road Map to Peace- Palestine end violence, Israel withdraws. Arafat died, Israel took Jewish settlements from Gaza

Nuclear Proliferation Threats:

· Star Wars was revived to protect from missiles; Talked with N. Korea and Iran about their weapons

· Both tested new weapons, withdraw from antimissile treaty; Intl. Atomic Energy Agency reported Iran for violating inspections

A Widening Trade Gap and China’s Growing Power:

· After China was admitted to the World Trade Organization, its exports boomed. Bush started tariffs on Chinese steel

· Even though they were too cheap to thrive on competition, Chinese imports supported stores in America (Wal-Mart!)

Environmental Problems Become a Global Concern:

· Dispose of nuclear materials in east Europe and at home: disposed at Yucca Mt; CFC’s and pollution and global warming!

· Bush did nothing for the environment. Wouldn’t control fuel efficiency. Refused Kyoto Accords, which set strict CO2 limits

An Increasingly Diverse People:

· People moved south/west, less were living in traditional families. High median age/life expectancy. More diversity! Woo!

Upward Mobility and Social Problems in a Multiethnic Society:

· Blacks made less money, were hurt by inner city conditions (crime, drugs, STD’s, pregnancies) 

· Native Americans took advantage of old treaties, took back land and built casinos

· “White flight” continued, while some idiots tried to make English the official language of America

The “New Economy” and the Old Economy:

· Farming to industry to professional, service-based economy. Globalization and cheap imports decreased manufacturing

· Automakers in America (Chrysler, GM, Ford) were getting killed—cut lots of jobs and fought competition from foreign co.’s

Funding Social Security and Health Care as the Federal Deficit Soars:

· Wanted to privatize social security to private investments. Why would you let that depend on the market?! Crazyyy.

· Made Medicare cover prescriptions. Medicaid/care costs were increasing, added to our debt (already bad because of war)

· Bush still cut taxes, and Congress kept putting ear-marks into spending bills to help their pet projects

Hurricane Katrina Tests the Bush Administration:

· Struck in 8/2005: crushed shipping, farming, educational facilities. Our response to this sucked! Police officers disappeared

· FEMA officials saw the levy break, told Michael Brown, who told the White House. They totally ignored it for a few days

Extending Republican Influence- From the Supreme Court to K Street:

· Filled Supreme Court with John Roberts, Jr. as chief justice, Samuel Alito, Jr. as another judge

· Lobbying became popular under Tom DeLay: Congressman from Texas started “K Street project” to get lobbyists to hire Republicans, to get campaign money from those wanting political influence

·  Jack Abramoff, a lobbyist tied to DeLay, took money from companies who wanted political pull and laundered it through fake organizations. This was then used for bribes or donations

Debating Immigration:

· Started going against illegal immigrants from Latin America; proposed “guest worker” program so immigrants could get temporary work visas that required them to eventually return to their home country

· Sensenbrenner’s immigration bill made illegal aliens criminals and required deportation, made US/Mexican border wall

The Election of 2006:

· Dems won more Congressional seats—showed discontent over Iraq War (Donald Rumsfeld resigned), over deficits and scandals

· New congressmen included Harry Reid, Nancy Pelosi!


