Chapter Five: Roads to Revolution, 1750-1776

Triumph and Tensions: The British Empire, 1750-1763

The earliest battles among European power for control of North America, known to British colonists as King William's War (1689-1697) and Queen Anne's War (1702-1713).  Most of the battles were between the British colonists, the French, and the French ally Spain.
The War of Jenkins's Ear started in 1739 between the British and Spaniards.  This small battle became a war and became known as King Georges's War in America.  It ended in 1748.

Britain gained most of France’s territory, and tightened its grip over it and its other territory, the American Colonies.

Many different types of colonists were angry; colonial resistance reflected deep democratic stirrings in America that would eventually cause The American Revolution. 
A Fragile Peace
The French, preparing for another war in Ohio, started building defensive forts.

In 1754, George Washington was sent to Ohio Country to secure the land of the Virginians who had secured legal rights to 500,000 acres.  

Native Americans, fearing their land would be taken, drove the British back to Virginia.

The Albany Congress met in 1754 to sign a treaty with the Iroquois. Only 7 of 13 colony delegates showed up.  The Albany Plan of Union attempted to unite all of the colonies under one leader, but the plan was hated by individual colonists and the London regime, and never got approved by any colonial legislatures.
The Seven Years’ War in America

General Braddock set out in 1755 with 2,000 men to capture Fort Duquesne.  His force was slaughtered by the much smaller French and Indian army.  Due to this loss of troops, the whole frontier from Pennsylvania to North Carolina was left open to attack. For 3 years, colonial expansion was halted in Penn, Mary., and Vir.

The war was going badly for Britain- facing defeat on all sides.

Ohio/Iroquois took back their alliance w/ France, which allowed Britain to capture Duquesne.

In 1757, William Pitt took charge of military.  He encouraged colonists to join military because he freed America from the financial burden of the war.

He attacked and captured Louisbourg in 1758, also New York, Quebec in 1759 (Wolfe), and finally Montreal in 1760.
The End of French North America

The Treaty of Paris (1763) ended the battle and threw the French power off all lands east of the Mississippi, except for New Orleans. British also traded Cuba for Spanish Florida.

In 1755, the British uprooted the French Acadians (Nova Scotia) after they refused allegiance to Britain, and scattered them as far as Louisiana (Cajuns).

Anglo-American Friction

During the war, there was a lot of tension between British soldiers & the colonists, who didn’t want to assist the soldiers.

Pitt’s promise that Britain would pay for the war angered its citizens. The war pushed Britain into major debt. After the war, many colonists also fell into debt. George III came to the throne in 1760, and increased English/colonial tension.

Frontier Tensions

Great Lakes Indians were scared that, now they’re British subjects, the motherland would cut off their trade/supplies.

In 1763, Ottawa chief, Pontiac, led several tribes, and some French traders, in a violent campaign to drive the British out of the Ohio country.  His warriors captured Detroit and overran all but 3 British outposts west of the Appalachians.
The British countered these attacks. This, combined with supply shortages and disease, defeated the uprising.
Proclamation of 1763 asserted Britain’s power over land and trade.  It prohibited settlement in the area beyond the Appalachians.  Many colonists disregarded it.

Britain also stationed 10000 soldiers in forts to enforce the proclamation. Britain thought colonists should pay for this.
Imperial Authority, Colonial Opposition, 1760-1766

Writs of Assistance
In 1760, Massachusetts’s governor let revenue officers use Writs of Asistance to seize smuggled goods. It was essentially a search warrant that allowed the officers to enter any ship/building associated w/ smuggled goods. 

Was deemed unconstitutional because it enabled officers to invade the privacy of merchants’ homes.

James Otis tried, and failed, to defend the merchants by challenging the writ’s constitutionality. 

The Sugar Act
Due to the French and Indian War, Britain had a very large debt. Sugar Act of 1764 was the first law ever passed by Parliament to raise tax revenue in the colonies for England.  The Sugar Act increased the tax on sugar imported from the West Indies. The colonists ignored it, instead bribing customs officials so they could take the cheaper French sugar. Also made exports go through England, and made captains had to fill out documents to certify his trade as legal. Act disregarded English protections for a fair trial.

Britain really enforced this act. However, after the tax was lowered, opposition was fragmented and ineffective.

The Stamp Act Crisis
The Stamp Act (Grenville) mandated the use of stamped paper for newspapers, legal documents, diplomas, etc. Was an Internal Tax, which meant that the gvmt. directly taxed property and goods.

Supporters said that since Britons paid a similar tax, its colonies should too. Also stated that colonists were Virtually Represented in Parliament—every member considered the welfare of all subjects. Protestors said that they’ve never been taxed by Britain before, and were already taxing themselves through assemblies.

Patrick Henry got several colonial governments to pass laws against British taxation.

Merchants/Artisans realized that if they could get stamp distributors to resign before taxes were due, then the tax would become inoperable. Many citizens wrecked distributors’ homes and made them resign. (Oliver and Hutchinson)

The Stamp Act Congress of 1765 brought together delegates from 9 colonies The members drew up a statement of their rights/grievances and requested the king and Parliament to repeal act.  It was one step towards intercolonial unity.

Nonimportation agreements (agreements made to not import British goods) were a stride toward unionism. They put the English economy in danger of recession.

The Sons of Liberty and Daughters of Liberty took the law into their own hands by enforcing the nonimportation agreements.

Parliament repealed the Stamp Act but passed the Declaratory Act, reaffirming its right to bind the colonies in all cases whatsoever.
Ideology, Religion, and Resistance

For the first time, colonists reconsidered their imperial relationship with England, which had been beneficial before…

John Locke believed in Natural Rights, which colonists said justified resistance against the crown.
Ideas that were gaining popularity in the colonists’ minds in the mid-1700’s:  
1.  Republicanism- All citizens subordinated their private interests to the common good. Stability of society and authority of government depended on the virtue of the citizens (them being selfless, self-sufficient, courageous)
2.  Oppressionists- Said that Parliament formed and protected liberties against the tyranny of executive power. They thought Parliament no longer protected those liberties and no longer represented the true interests of their subjects. They feared that a power-hungry “court party” of officials close to the king were trying to gain absolute power by using the corrupt Parliament.

Many colonists believed that the crown was trying to “enslave” the colonies through excessive taxes and the importation of new officials, judges, and soldiers to the colonies straight from England.

Both Old Lights & New Lights added resistance to Britain into their sermons. Said that boycotting British goods came could go against self-indulgence, and going against tyranny/corruption meant rejecting sin and obeying god. Anglicans/Quakers stayed out of the fight. 

Resistance Resumes, 1766-1770

Opposing the Quartering Act

English treasurer Charles Townshend was summoned by the king help govern/replace Pitt. 

In 1767, Parliament passed the Quartering Act.  They made colonists give soldiers in their area supplies like candles, glass, paint, and liquor. It made assemblies set aside money for supplies. People didn’t like this because it put the control of revenue-raising in the crown’s control instead of the assemblies’.

This upset New York, who had the most soldiers stationed in their area. New Yorkers refused to grant any supplies.

Townshend created the New York Suspending Act, which threatened to nullify the assembly’s laws if they didn’t give up and supplies. However, New York gave soldiers their supplies before the law was inacted.

Crisis over the Townshend Duties
In 1767, Parliament passed the Townshend Acts.  They put a light import tax on glass, lead, paper, paint, and tea. Its purposes were: 1) Raise money for the British Treasury. 2) Establish a fund that would pay governors, instead of their salary being decided by the assembly. This was used this to “persuade” the governors to sign bills they disagreed with. 

Resistance was weak until John Dickinson wrote essays called Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania. Published in many newspapers, he argued that no tax designed for making revenue could be passed unless the people’s elected representatives voted for it.

In 1768, colonies like Massachusetts and Virginia wrote circular letters, which would be from all the colonies, sent to Parliament. They condemned taxation without representation and the threat to self-governance. 

Meanwhile, Townshend died and was replaced by Lord Hillsborough. Parliament overreacted to these letters. It forbade the colonies’ assemblies to endorse it. However, the colonies voted on still endorsing the ideas in the letters.  

In 1768, Boston merchants agreed to a nonimportation agreement, meaning they wouldn’t buy any taxed British goods. It spread southward from Boston, and it limited British imports as well as allowed colonists to directly resist the British.

In 1770, Lord North eliminated most of the Townshend Acts, but kept the tax on tea to emphasize British authority.
Tea, the most profitable item, was boycotted in Boston after that, cutting the revenue to 1/6th of its original level.

This was too little to pay the governors. The tea duty reminded colonists that Britain still stood by the Declaratory Act.

Women and Colonial Resistance

Boycotts allowed women to actively participate in resisting the British. The Daughters of Liberty, upper-class female patriots, helped defeat the Stamp Act and the Townshend Act. Because they participated in nonconsumption, they made it more effective (upper-class women drank the most tea)

Women also helped with nonconsumption of cloth. Women organized spinning bees, where they would come together to produce their own cloth.

Customs “Racketeering”

Townshend introduced the American Board of Customs Commissioners. It raised the amount of customs officials, created a colonial coast guard, and paid for secret informants. The officials would file charges for violation of the Sugar Act—cargo that was brought in without a custom officer’s permission, sailor’s personal property that was sold but not listed as cargo—any of these could result in the seizure of a whole ship. The informer would receive 1/3 of the “smuggled” goods.

Hancock was fined 13x the normal amount for “smuggling” in wine. A mob formed after this and drove all the inspectors out of Boston. After the riot, Lord North controlled the excesses of the American Board of Customs Commissioners. 

“Wilkes and Liberty”

John Wilkes was a British politician opposed the domestic/foreign policies of George III and Parliament. He was tried and acquitted of libel against the crown. After offending the crown again, he ran for and won a seat in Parliament, but got arrested. Wilkes was given support by the colonies, and convinced many Britons that King George III was wrong and “virtual representation” was a sham. He made Britons sign petitions and join the Society of the Supporters of the Bill of Rights, who defended their rights as stated in the constitution.

The Deepening Crisis, 1770-1774

The Boston Massacre

After the riot provoked by Hancock’s smuggling case, Britain sent 4000 soldiers to the colonies. There was a lot of tension between soldiers and civilians. (Irish Catholic soldiers and Protestant Civilians). Once, a customs official shot into a crowd of protesting colonists and killed a young boy. 

On March 5, 1770, a crowd of townspeople lead by Crispus Attucks were fighting with a guard at the customs office. An officer tried to end the fight, and the colonists attacked the soldiers. The redcoats opened fired on the civilians, killing/wounding 11 of them.  This was known as the Boston Massacre.

The soldiers who shot got a trial, were defended by John Adams, and all but two were acquitted.

The Committees of Correspondence

Lord North was about to implement the paying of governors with money from customs revenue.

The idea for the committees began in Boston by Samuel Adams. Committees of Correspondence were created in order to maintain communication with one another, and to coordinate measures to defend colonial rights. Within just a year, nearly all of the colonies (not Pennsylvania) had joined.
 
Conflicts in the Backcountry

There was a lot of tension between land-hungry whites and Native Americans. Proclamation of 1763 was hard to enforce.

Paxton, Pennsylvania—Settlers didn’t think they were represented in the Quaker-dominated assembly, and thought that the Native Americans were their racial enemies. 200 “Paxton Boys” left for Philly to kill Christian Indian refugees. They were stopped mid-journey by Benjamin Franklin, who said the government would consider their grievances. 

Settlers were trespassing, violence towards Natives went unpunished, Britain had a hard time maintaining its forts/enforcing treaties, or to provide gifts to its Native allies. To fix these issues, Britain and the Iriquois agreed on the Treaty of Stanwix (1768). It gave land along Ohio River to colonial governments.

Ohio/Kentucky—The killing of 13 Shawnees and Mingos led to their retaliation of killing 13 colonists. Virginia, in turn, launched Lord Dunmore’s War, and defeated the Native Americans.The British traded land north of the Ohio River in exchange for the land south of the Ohio River.

There was a lot of tension between people for land:

1. Fighting between colonists vs. colonists 

a. West Massachusetts vs. New York (Sons of Liberty)

b. New Hampshire/Vermont (Green Mountain Boys) vs. New York

c. Connecticut vs. Pennsylvania

2. Fighting between backcountry settlers vs. government

a. North Carolina (Regulators) felt like they were underrepresented- Battle at Alamance Creek. Government won, but it crippled the colony’s ability to resist Britain

b. South Carolina—Regulators thought the government wasn’t prosecuting bandits. The government didn’t help out b/c they feared it would cause a slave revolt. Instead it installed four new courts and allowed trials by jury

The Tea Act
In 1773, the British East India Company was overstocked with many tons of unsold tea, due to nonconsumption in America. If the company collapsed, the London government would lose money. The crown gave the company a full monopoly of the tea sale in America.  Parliament took all taxes off the tea so it could sell and called it the Tea Act.
Fearing that it was trick from the government, and knowing it would bring revenue to Britain, the Americans rejected the tea. When the ships arrived in the Boston harbor, the governor of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, forced the citizens to allow the ships to unload their tea.
A band of Bostonians, disguised as Indians, boarded the ships and dumped the tea into the harbor. (Boston Tea Party)

Toward Independence, 1774-1776

Liberty for African-Americans

Blacks also protested the Stamp Act, but were arrested. Most slave rebellions were in the form of violence or escape.

One slave, James Somerset, was brought with his master to England, and sued for his freedom. England didn’t have laws about slavery, so Somerset was given freedom. This started rumors that New England abolished slavery, and many slaves wrote petitions to gain their freedom as well. 

In Virginia/Maryland, slaves ran away and went on ships to England to gain freedom. Slaves were hoping for British/American war as a means of liberation.

Lord Dunmore’s Proclamation (Virginia)—Governor said that any male slave who helped restore royal authority would be freed. About 1000 slaves joined, and British forces & slave freedom were associated in many Southerners’ minds.

The “Intolerable Acts”

In 1774, Parliament punished the people of Massachusetts for their actions in the Boston Tea Party.  Parliament passed laws, known as the Intolerable Acts, which restricted colonists' rights.  Combined with The Quebec Act, they were called the Coercive Acts. The Intolerable Acts were in four parts:

1. The Boston Port Bill

a. Closed Boston Harbor until the tea from the tea party was paid for, so there would be economic distress in Massachusetts

2.   Massachusetts Government Act

a. Revokes Massachusetts charter and made government less democratic 

· Upper house chosen by king and held position for life

· Governor named all sheriffs and judges

· Forbid more than one town meeting per year without permission

3. Administration of Justice Act

a. Aka the Murder Act

b. Any person charged with murder while defending royal authority got to be tried in England or another colony

4. New Quartering Act

a. Allowed governor to use empty private buildings for housing troops

The Quebec Act was also passed, but was not a part of the Intolerable Act—It gave Catholic French Canadians religious freedom and restored the French form of civil law; it also gave Quebec land south of the Ohio River and west of the Mississippi River. The colonists disliked this because they thought Catholicism went hand in hand with Despotism.

These acts convinced colonists that Britain was trying to abolish English liberties in North America. Believed assemblies, freedom of religion, and jury trials would eventually disappear. 

The First Continental Congress

In 1774, the 1st Continental Congress met in Philadelphia in order to redress colonial grievances over the Intolerable Acts.  The 13 colonies, excluding Georgia, sent 56 men to the convention.  It was not a legislative body, rather a consultative body, and convention rather than a congress.

Opened with the Suffolk Resolves, which declared that the colonies shouldn’t have to follow the Coercive Acts; that a temporary government in Mass. should collect all taxes until the charter was restored, and defensive measures should be taken if there’s an attack by British troops. Also decided to boycott all British goods, and called it the Continental Association, which would be enforced by elected committees. 
Also wrote up the Declaration of Rights—summarized principles/demands in a petition and sent it to the king.

From Resistance to Rebellion

The committees made to enforce the British boycott also enforced their ideas on the community—made merchants burn British goods, bullied clergymen who gave pro-British sermons, and pressured Americans to dress/eat more simply to relieve dependence on Britain.

Colonies collected arms and organized a militia (Minutemen) to prepare for the worst. Britain ordered Gage, (Mass. governor) to arrest patriot leaders; instead, he sent British soldiers to seize military supplies stored in Concord, Massachusetts. Dawes/Revere rode through Massachusetts warning the militia/civilians. At Lexington, Minutemen confronted soldiers, and several minutemen were killed. Minutemen thought soldiers were burning Concord, and fired on them there, too. 273 Redcoats died, compared to only 92 colonists.

In July 1775, the Second Continental Congress adopted the "Olive Branch Petition", which professed American loyalty to the king and begged to the king to stop further hostilities, repeal the Coercive Acts, and establish guarantee of American rights. They also established an American Continental Army, with George Washington as its leader. 

Meanwhile, colonists tried and failed to capture Bunker/Breed’s Hill. The Americans were dislodged, but Britain lost 5 times more men.

The petition was rejected by the king. In August 1775, King George III proclaimed that the colonies were in rebellion. Four months later, Parliament banned all trade with America.
Common Sense

With the rejection, the Americans were forced to choose- to fight for independence or to submit to British rule and power.

Americans continued to deny any intention of independence because loyalty was sentimental/ embedded in their minds. 
Thomas Paine released a pamphlet called Common Sense in 1776.  It argued that monarchy was rooted in superstition and was dangerous to liberty, and just couldn’t work for Americans. Paine linked peoples’ patriotism with their sense of religious mission—said it was their job to create a model society founded on Republican principles.

Declaring Independence

Important Battles Included:

· Ticonderoga/Crown Point—Troops from Vermont/Massachusetts captured Fort Ticonderoga and Crown Point. Six months later, Washington told Colonel Henry Knox to bring the artillery from Ticonderoga (upstate New York) to Boston. He succeeded, and the guns made the British evacuate Boston. 

· Britain planned an assault on New York, trying to separate radical New England from the other colonies, and Washington sent most of his troops there.

· Americans Schuyler/Arnold planned an attack on Ticonderoga/Quebec. Schuyler succeeded but Arnold failed. British troops flooded into Canada, and American troops had to withdraw.

· Britain tried/failed to capture Charlestown, South Carolina

Artisan guilds, town meetings, county conventions, etc. all passed revolutions favoring independence, many colonies began declaring their independence from Britain

· Rhode Island

· North Carolina, followed by other Southern colonies

· Virginia\

The Middle colonies were less willing to declare independence because the war would be fought mainly in Pennsylvania and New York. 

Five authors, including John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson, were hired to write the Declaration of Independence.

Even when the colonies declared independence, there was still a minority who disagreed.

The declaration listed why America was splitting from Britain. There were 27 “injuries and usurpations”

1. All men possess certain rights: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness

2. King George III had violated colonists' unalienable rights 

3. The colonies had a right to break free from Britain because King George had broken the social contract 

