Chapter Ten: Democratic Politics, Religious Revival, and Reform, 1824-1840

THE RISE OF DEMOCRATIC POLITICS:

· Republicans suspicious of strong federal government, wanted states rights would become Democrats; Republicans who believed that national government should encourage economic development became Whigs

DEMOCRATIC FERMENT:

· Most states got rid of requirement to own land to vote and people used written (not spoken) ballots to vote

· However, candidates were nominated with a caucus (conference of party members) and blacks/women still couldn’t vote

THE ELECTION OF 1824:

· Sectional tensions ended the Era of Good Feelings—five Rep. candidates ran for president-- John Quincy Adams (New England), John C. Calhoun (South Carolina), William Crawford (Georgia), Henry Clay (Kentucky).
· Jackson won popular support, but didn’t get the majority required in the Constitution. Election was brought to the house, and they had to choose between Jackson, Adams, and Crawford

· Clay gave support to Adams, wanting to make alliance between the West and Northeast for a future run for the presidency. Got Adams elected; Adams made Clay secretary of state. “Corrupt bargain” plagued Adams’s presidency.

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS AS PRESIDENT:

· Adams didn’t sense changing political climate; controversial presidency

· 1825, proposed program of federal aid for internal improvements; Jeffersonians said it was unconstitutional, as did others such as Van Buren.

· Adams proposed to send delegates to newly independent Latin American nations; angered southerners b/c the black republic of Haiti, created by slave revolutionaries, would be recognized.

· He didn’t seek new bases for support. Alienated supporters by appointing opponents to high offices, not wanting to be associated with just one party in general.

· Served one single term.

THE RISE OF ANDREW JACKSON:

· Jackson’s popularity rose as Adams’s went down.

· Jackson benefited from having no connection to the Monroe, and was a Revolutionary War hero.

· Without strong opposition, Repub party had splintered. No candidate had electoral majority and the House of Reps had decided the outcome.

· Formed the Democratic Party, with Jackson/Calhoun, opposed by the National Republicans with Adams/Rush.

THE ELECTION OF 1828:

· Was VICIOUS! Republicans attacked Jackson’ moral character (gamble, adulterer, duels). Democrats were just as bad (rich, had prostitutes)

· Adams’ party, by calling Jackson uneducated, appealed to Americans because it made Jackson seem ordinary.

· Presidency, to Jackson supporters, was seen as a clash between democracy and aristocracy.

· Jackson elected by a huge margin in electoral votes, though the popular vote was close.

· Strong sectionalism—Adams had New England, Jackson had the South/Southwest

JACKSON IN OFFICE:

· Jackson’s first policy: “rotation in office,” which was removing officeholders so as many people could work for the government as possible. He fired ½ of the higher civil servicemen. Replaced people in Northeast from rival party. AKA “spoils system.”

· Believed that public officials took federal aid money in order to woo supporters, so he rejected support for roads within states.

· Strongest support in the South—Indian Removal Act of 1830 increased his popularity there. 

· When Adams was pres, some of Jackson’s Congress supporters passed a high protective tariff that didn’t favor the South. Jackson got the blame for this “Tariff of Abominations.”
NULLIFICATION:
· Tariff of 1828 formed a rift between Jackson and Calhoun—Calhoun turned from a Republican to a states’ right sectionalist

· Calhoun wanted to be President. Jackson promised he would only have a first term, so Calhoun thought that he would succeed him; would need support of the South to become Pres. Calhoun’s home state, S.C., suffered a decline in the 1820’s that voters blamed on tariffs.

· Calhoun believed that federal laws had to benefit everyone equally, so he was against the tariffs, because they didn’t favor the South.

· He wrote the South Caroline Exposition and Protest, which said that the 1828 tariff was unconstitutional and that states could nullify it.

· Scared of sectional laws/tariffs, Southerners thought the North would pass anti-slavery laws. 1831, a slave revolt by Nat Turner in VA took place, as well as William Lloyd Garrison’s abolitionist newspaper, The Liberator. Thought that tariffs would lead to interference with slavery.

· Jackson had to keep his balance of support in pro-tariff states and the South. To do this, he distributed extra revenue from the feds to the states so they’d see tariffs as less sectional. He also lowered the high tariffs of 1828. Calhoun didn’t like this.

· Peggy Eaton affair-- Secretary of war married Peggy, who had a reputation for flirting while married to a former husband. She and husband were insulted by cabinet members and their wives. Jackson defended them.

· Jackson got documents that Calhoun, as secretary of war under Monroe, had urged that Jackson be punished for unauthorized raid into Spanish Florida. Jackson thought Calhoun was trying to destroy him. (
· Nullification Crisis—

· 1831, Calhoun acknowledged that he wrote the S.C. Exposition.

· 1832, S.C. convention nullified the tariffs and forbade the collection of customs duties within the state.

· Jackson called nullification an “abominable doctrine.” Began to send arms. 

· 1832, said he would lower tariffs, but also said that nullification was unconstitutional.

· “Olive branch and the sword” – Olive branch was the tariff of 1833 (AKA Compromise Tariff), which provided for reduction of duties between 1833-42. The sword was the Force Bill, which authorized Pres to use arms to collect customs duties in SC. 

· SC didn’t abandon nullification principal—nullified Force Bill, accepted Compromise Bill, took back nullification of the tariffs.

THE BANK VETO AND THE ELECTION OF 1832:

· Jackson suspicious of banks, paper money, monopolies, and rich people who got “privileges” from corrupt politicians. US bank was GUILTY!

· Bank of US – 20 year charter from Congress (1816). BoUS restrained printing and lending money by demanding the redemption of bank notes in specie. Could lend lots of money too. Was blamed for Panic of 1819—was barely controlled by government.

· Pres of BoUS: Nicholas Biddle. He received a bill to recharter the bank, but Jackson vetoed it, calling it a privileged monopoly.

· Jackson ran for presidency again with Van Buren as VP. Henry Clay ran for the Republicans, with his American System of protective tariffs, national banking, and federal support for internal improvements.
· Jackson won with a huge popular vote. His goal was to dismantle the US bank.

THE BANK CONTROVERSY AND THE SECOND PARTY SYSTEM:

· Jackson vetoing US bank lead to Panic of 1837. Whigs/Dems devided over banks. There was no official currency—just IOU’s. They boosted the economy (made borrowing easier) but if it decreased in value, owners not paid in specie suffered. 
THE WAR ON THE BANK:

· Jackson wouldn’t let the bank die a natural death in 1836.

· Biddle tried to get further bank loans and credit, knowing that Jackson would attack the bank. Jackson began to remove federal deposits from the Bank, placing them in state banks. Removal policy enabled state banks to increase their lending capacity with paper money.

· Jackson hated paper money, though. He decided to limit the number of state banks that could become home to federal deposits.

· Dems in the west pressured Jackson to sign the Deposit act, which increased the number and authority of deposit banks.

· Later issued Specie Circular to reverse effects of Deposit Act—said public lands had to be purchased with specie.

· Hard money advocates – faction in NY called Locofocos. Grew out of workingmen’s parties in northern cities; wanted free education, no debt imprisonment, and a 10 hour workday. They were eventually absorbed by Democratic Party
THE RISE OF WHIG OPPOSITION:

· National Repubs became the Whigs in Jackson’s 2nd term. Whigs developed broader base in the South and North than before.

· People joined in opposition of Jackson rather than the policies he was for/against—Nullification, pet banks, improvements, etc.

· Reformers in the North also opposed Jackson. Wanted slavery/liquor sale to end, better education and public morality—joined Whigs. (Amer. Sys)

· Reformers – got Protestant, native-born workers to support Whigs. Distrusted immigrants, especially Irish. Irish driven to Democrats.

· Greatest Whig strength – Anti-Masonry. Moralistic small farmers and New England artisans distrusted the secrecy.

· Whigs attracted commercial farmers, planters, merchants, and bankers in the North and South. In the North, they attracted reformers, clergymen, Anti-Masons, and manufacturers. In the South they appealed to former nullificationists.

· Whigs saw Jackson as a dictator (“King Andrew I”). Whigs were associated with the American patriots who had opposed King George III in 1776.

THE ELECTION OF 1836:

· Van Buren for Democrats (Jackson’s favorite). Four anti-Van Buren candidates ran: Whigs William Henry Harrison, Daniel Webster, and WP Mangum. Also one Democrat, Hugh Lawson White.

· Democrats said the Whigs were trying to divide the vote so that no candidate would receive a majority and that the House of Reps would decide the winner with deals and bargains.

· Van Buren won, but popular vote was very close in the South.

THE PANIC OF 1837:

· Severe depression struck early into Van Buren’s presidency.

· Speculative boom of 1835 and ’36 came from Jackson’s putting money into state banks, thus allowing the number of banks to double, the value of bank notes in circulation to triple, and the prices of goods and land to soar.

· Prices began to fall in 1837; banks stopped specie payments. Economy rose, then crashed in 1830. BoUS failed. Biddle was charged with fraud. Specie payments suspended again.

· Many turned to William Miller (Millerites), who were convinced that the world would end October 22, 1843.

· 1838, Whigs swept government and legislature in Van Buren’s home state, New York.

· Van Buren made the Independent Treasury Bill—said the government would hold its revenues and keep them away from corporations (instead of using banks)

· There were tons of state banks who lent money. The Whigs blamed the depression on Jackson’s Specie Circular (public lands have to be paid in specie). They kept encouraging state banks. In contrast, the Dems blamed the depression on banks and paper money. 

THE ELECTION OF 1840:

· Van Buren was renominated, and the Whigs picked William Henry Harrison with John Tyler for VP.

· Dems called him a cider-sipping “Old Granny”, which ended up helping Harrison—thought as a frontiersman war hero. Said Van Buren was a despot.

· Van Buren lost horribly, even losing his home state. Harrison was much better at campaigning.

THE SECOND PARTY SYSTEM MATURES:

· The number of voters went up 60% between 1836-40 because more men were eligible to vote (55% to 80%)

· Depression and “log cabin” campaign brought voters to polls. The two-party system reached a high plateau in 1840 for over a decade.

THE RISE OF POPULAR RELIGION:

· Americans wanted to be in charge of their own destinies. Put aside Calvinist creed (some were meant for salvation, others not) and believed that everyone could get to heaven. Known as Second Great Awakening.

THE SECOND GREAT AWAKENING:

· Began in Connecticut in the 1790’s and spread. Started as Congregationalists/Presbyterians. 

· Then went through changes among frontier states, such as camp meetings (huge revivals were lots of people claimed that the Second Coming of Jesus was near). Most famous camp was at Cane Ridge, Kentucky.

· Frontier revivals had “exercises” where people would roll and “jerk” their head (YOU’RE A JERK! I KNOW!) and would bark like animals.

· Most successful preachers were normal people.

· The Methodists became the largest Protestant denomination. (Religion was in heart, not head)

· Revivals disrupted custom, but promoted law, order, and morality on the frontier. Basic unit of discipline was the “class,” a group of people who met weekly after camp meetings to encourage morality; didn’t want drunkenness, fighting, fornication, gossip, etc.

EASTERN REVIVALS:

· 2nd Awakening shifted East in 1720’s. New York—“burned-over district” had most revivals.

· Charles G. Finney was a Presbyterian minister did revivals near the canal in New York

· He went to Rochester and started a citywide, interdenominational revival. He pioneered cooperation between everyone.

· Came up with speedier conversions, such as the “anxious seat” (people became objects of prayer) and the “protracted meeting” (went on for a week).

· Was different from previous Revivalists (Jonathan Edwards)—Finney thought revivals were human creations, and Edwards though they were God’s.

· Finney rejected Calvinism (where humans inclined to sin). He said sin was voluntary and people could even live perfectly. 

· The need for an emotional conversion appealed to “self-made” individuals who could make their own choices. This drew in merchants, lawyers, etc.

· Female vs. Male converts were 2:1. Women brought their husbands to convert.

CRITICS OF REVIVALS: THE UNITARIANS:

· Unitarians doubted that revivals could save souls.

· Believed Jesus’s total divinity, were very liberal, changed behavior over time instead of a sudden conversion.

· Rejected peoples’ wickedness (Calvinism)

THE RISE OF MORMONISM:

· Joseph Smith claimed he had a vision that led him to a book of revelation. Said he used seer stones to translate it and called it the Book of Mormon.

· Book tells the story of an ancient Hebrew prophet whose descendants came to America, and that Jesus had appeared and performed miracles in the New World. The descendants of Lehi, the prophet, had departed from the Lord’s ways.

· Moved to Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois, and built a model city, Nauvoo. Moved closer to Indians to convert them. Haha wow.

· Smith said he received another revelation in 1843- started polygamy, though he didn’t publicly claim it to be a doctrine.

· Gentiles (non-Mormons) were extremely hostile to the religion; persuaded Smith that Mormons should separate themselves from society.

THE SHAKERS:

· Founded by Mother Anne Lee

· Didn’t like materialism or sex or marriage.

· To maintain membership, they found converts or orphans to join their communities.

· They lived apart from society in prosperous villages

THE AGE OF REFORM:

· People tried to improve society—abolition, women’s rights, temperance, treatment of criminals/insane, education, and utopias

· Most reform in New England/Midwest.

THE WAR ON LIQUOR:

· Want of temperance increased during the second half of the nineteenth century (abstinence or moderation of alcohol)

· Alcohol consumption kept growing (7 gal. per year), was a male indulgence that hurt families.

· Lyman Beecher, Connecticut revivalist went against alcohol.

· Evangelicals created the American Temperance Society, headed by men. About 1/3 of members were women.

· Reformers targeted moderate drinkers in the labor classes, who drank as a pastime. Factory owners endorsed temperance; wanted sober workers.

· Temperance societies like the Washington Temperance Society sprang up after the Panic of 1837. 

· Washington was made up of workingmen and laborers. Their wives joined “Martha Washington” societies to keep their husbands abstinent.

· Washingtonians thought drinking was sinful.

· In 1838, MA stopped selling small amounts of alcohol to restrict individual drinkers.

· 1851, Maine banned the buying and manufacturing of alcoholic drinks

PUBLIC-SCHOOL REFORM:

· Reformers wanted orderliness and thriftiness in public schools. Students were harshly disciplined.

· Horace Mann was the most influential reformer for schools. 



-Became first secretary of his states newly created board of education.



-Wanted to make schools paid for by the states.



-Wanted to extend the school term from two to ten months.



-Wanted standardized books; very structured curriculum.

· Schools should teach values, like industry, honesty, sobriety, and patriotism.

· Made few gains in South, but North took to it. MA passed the first compulsory school law.

· Challenges came from farmers, the poor, and urban Catholics, who felt the books were anti-Catholic.

· Supporters included manufacturers (taught kids punctuality) and Native-born Americans (wanted immigrants to conform)

· 70% of teachers were women.

· Black children rarely got schooling, and when they did, they were treated so badly that they often preferred segregated schools.

ABOLITION:

· Abolitionists declined in early 1800’s. However, the American Colonization Society was made. It proposed gradual emancipation and the return of blacks to Africa. They believed that blacks didn’t belong in American society.

· Since the economy rested on cotton, few Southerners released slaves. Only 1400 slaves were sent to Africa (Liberia).

· Blacks formed abolition societies; Walker told slaves to murder their masters.

· Benjamin Lundy, Quaker, began Genius of Universal Emancipation, which advocated that the slave trade be outlawed, that the 3/5ths compromise be repealed, and that slavery should be abolished. William Lloyd Garrison was the editor. Wanted immediate emancipation with no compensation for slaveholders. He wrote articles in The Liberator.

· Frederick Douglass/Sojourner Truth lectured against slavery.

· Slavery was a sin. Protestants argued more about temperance than slavery. 
· Relations were not always good between black and white abolitionists. White abolitionists wanted no slavery, but not social equality.
· Women’s role was also debated in the American Anti-Slavery Society. Feminists Sarah/Angelina Grimke wanted women’s and blacks’ rights.
· Profeminists left the Anti-Slave Society for the Liberty Party or the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.

· Abolitionists flooded Congress with petitions, but the gag rule was put in place, consolidating all of the petitions into 1 category. It was later repealed.
WOMEN’S RIGHTS:
· Couldn’t vote or own property while married. The reform movements allowed women to advocate for their rights.

· Sexual inequality wasn’t even debated at first—spheres of influence too deeply ingrained.

· Grimke sisters, Quaker Lucretia Mott, Lucy Stone, and Abby Kelley were leading feminists.

· Supported by Garrison, a feminist.

· Lucy Stone became the first abolitionist to lecture just on women’s rights.

· At the World’s Anti-Slavery Conference, Lucretia Mott and other women were not allowed to be seated. This made Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Mott eventually organize the Seneca Falls Convention, which listed the rights women should have.

PENITENTIARIES AND ASYLUMS:

· Reformers wanted to combat poverty, crime, and insanity by establishing institutions.

· Started penitentiaries with solitary confinement.

· Poor people were also being treated better—creation of almshouses and workhouses.

· Dorothea Dix investigated jails and almshouses and found that insane people were treated badly. Sought to change that. Encouraged the building of insane asylums to get crazy people help, and not just imprison them in regular jails.

UTOPIAN COMMUNITIES

· The belief that people could live perfectly grew into the development of utopian societies. (Founded by intellectuals!)
· Interest came from Britain—Robert Owen founded New Harmony in Indiana. He thought if peoples’ social arrangements could be perfected, people would be better. People were shaped by their environments.
· Others included Hopedale, Fruitlands, and Brook Farm. Brook Farm was transcendentalists, said ordinary people had infinite spiritual capability.
· Most controversial: Oneida, NY, established by John Humphrey Noyes. Was communistic and believed everyone was married to one another.

· Noyes was seen by critics as crazy, and Southerners cited him as an example of what would happen if slavery ended.

· Oneida survived long after other utopias, like Brook Farm, collapsed. (They were shunned by society.)
· Utopians clearly exemplified the idealism and hopefulness during the Age of Jackson
