Chapter 16: The Crises of Reconstruction, 1865-1877

Lincoln’s Plan:

· Only radical Republicans, like Sumner and Stevens wanted black suffrage
· Reconstruction plan called the Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction:
· 10% of voters in 1860 election swear allegiance, accept emancipation
· 10% could make a state legislature
· Confederate officials/officers couldn’t take oath; had to receive presidential pardons
· Radical Republicans had Wade-Davis bill—military governors. 50% swear allegiance, “ironclad” oath. Lincoln vetoed
Presidential Reconstruction under Johnson:

· Oath-takers get property, elect delegates for convention that would accept 13th amendment, illegalize secession
· Confederate officers/rich ex-Confederates were disqualified—purged planter aristocracy
· Still gave out lots of pardons, dropped punishment for treason, South passed black codes—segregation, no interracial marriage, forced blacks to take agricultural jobs
Congress Versus Johnson:

· Lyman Trumbull wrote two bills to invalidate black codes:
· Freedmen’s Bureau Bill- run courts to invalidate labor contracts. Vetoed

· Civil Rights Act/1866- made blacks citizens, gave equal civil rights. Vetoed
· Congress overrode Johnson’s vetoes—he said south was shut out of Congress that passed them
The Fourteenth Amendment, 1866

· Passed by Republicans to prevent invalidation/repealing of Civil Rights act
· People born/naturalized in US were citizens

· Nullified Dred Scott case

· Said Congressional representation would be cut if states didn’t allow suffrage for all men

· Didn’t allow Confederate-supporting officeholders to become government leaders 

· Federal government denied and rejected Confederate debt
· Repubs won big time in the Congressional elections and created mandates that would halt any resistance to the 14th 
Congressional Reconstruction, 1866-67:

· After overriding several presidential vetoes, the Reconstruction Act of 1867 was passed:
· Invalidated previous state governments

· States combined into five military districts, each run by Union general

· Voters (all men that weren’t previously disqualified) elected delegates that would write a constitution incl. black suffrage

· Once ratified, people could vote for state officers

· After approving this, Congress would readmit the state
· Radical Repubs wanted to confiscate Confederate money/land to assist slaves
The Impeachment Crisis, 1867-68:

· Tenure of Office Act banned president from firing officials without Senate consent
· Johnson fired Sec./War (Stanton), replaced him with Thomas. Republicans said he abused his power, tried to impeach
· Ran 1 vote too short for impeachment; Johnson finished his term and left the presidency
The Fifteenth Amendment and the Question of Woman Suffrage, 1869-70:

· 15th amendment said states can’t deny suffrage to men of any race, color, previous servitude—protect Blacks in the South
· South said it impeded on states’ rights, but there were loopholes—requirements like property and literacy still allowed
· In Minor v. Happersett, a women tried to vote—court said a state could deny women
A New Electorate:

· The increased number of black voters led to a surge of Southern Republicans:
· Northern Carpetbaggers—came for money and power. Got power, incl. former soldiers
· Southern Scalawags—poor, ignorant whites who tried to profit off Republicans. Poor farmers, held most political positions
· Freedmen—uneducated, got manipulated by some Republican leaders. Held 8/10 repub. Votes, served in legislatures
Republican Rule:

· State conventions gave blacks more rights—elective/not appointive, universal suffrage, public schools—but no land reform
· Repubs began public works, caused taxes to skyrocket (“head” taxes, property, luxury taxes)
· Was lots of political corruption, bribery on both sides (Dems and Repubs)
Counterattacks:

· Democrat vigilante groups were created to reduce black votes, kill Republicans—Ku Klux Klan was most successful
· The Enforcement acts were made to limit the power of these groups—protect black voters, supervision of elections. 
· Ku Klux Klan act-- stronger punishments, allowed president to suspend habeas corpus, use federal troops to enforce
Confronting Freedom:

· Former slaves moved to urban areas, the Southwest, and the deep South
· Many tried to find lost family members and legalized their slave marriages. Slave women tried to secure domestic lives
African-American Institutions:

· Blacks created separate churches, schools, and colleges—few rural blacks could go to schools, located in cities
· The Civil Rights Act of 1875 desegregated transportation/juries/other public things, but it was invalidated by Supreme Court
Land, Labor, and Sharecropping:

· There was little real land-ownership reforms for blacks until the failure of labor contracts: freedmen w/o land, landowners w/o labor
· Sharecropping began to fix this: landowners divided land into small farms, gave land to freedmen, and took ½ of the crop raised there
· Eventually were more white sharecroppers than black; 80% of cotton land was used for sharecroppers 
Toward a Crop-Lien Economy:

· Before, planters used a middleman to gain supplies/advertise and extend credit, but this system ended after the collapse of slavery
· Rural merchants stepped in—used lien/claim on next crops as collateral; Tenant farmers were constantly in debt due to sharecropping/crop liens

Grantism:

· Grant’s presidency was filled with bribery, fraud, and corruption—his subordinates, not him personally; he had few political skills
· His sec/state named FISH! Convinced England to pay America $15.5 mil. for Confederate ships they damaged during the war
· Previous president annexed Alaska, so Grant tried to annex Dominican Republic and failed. 
The Liberals’ Revolt:

· Liberal Republicans (free trade, hard money, supply/demand)—thought Reconstruction was complete, said corruption was bigger problem
· Liberals/Democrats supported Greeley, but he died. Grant won the election—passed Amnesty Act, allowed Confederates to hold office
The Panic of 1873:

· America was full of industrialization, speculation, econ. growth, especially railroads—transcontinental finished in 1869
· Owner of Transcontinental/Largest bank’s costs outran investments, so the bank failed, triggering the Panic of 1873
· Americans used yellow bank notes, which had a gold value, and green, which did not. The “sound money” policy would get rid of all green
· This favored investors but hurt indebted farmers, who needed this easy money
· Public Credit Act made the government pay back government bonds (IOU’s) in gold coin, not greenbacks—eliminated silver dollar
· “Free-silver” advocated passed Bland-Allison Act, partially restored silver coins
· The Greenback Party was created, fought to keep greenbacks in circulation
Reconstruction and the Constitution:

· Ex Parte Milligan said military courts can’t work when there’s civil ones. Texas v. White said Reconstruction was Constitutional 
· The Slaughterhouse cases happened when Louisiana gave one slaughterhouse a monopoly and shut all others down. Butchers argued that the state took their occupation w/o due process. Court ruled that the 14th amendment protected national rights, not states.
· The Court eventually nullified Civil Rights Act/1875 and Ku Klux Klan Act—dismantled Reconstruction policies
Republicans in Retreat:

· The Reconstruction ideas faded along with the radical Republicans—no one on either side wanted black equality
“Redeeming” the South:

· Though the Democrats—between Bourbons and the “New South”—were divided, they still had a common goal: get rid of the Republicans
· Dems used intimidation, promising to cut taxes, terrorizing black voters, and scare tactics to gain support back
· Dems deprived Repubs of black votes—labor contracts could deny political involvement, elections could be public, used threat of eviction
· Dems used their power to repeal Republican policies. They weakened blacks so they could have a strong black labor force
· The exodus movement tried to impose a form of servitude similar to slavery—“Exo-dusters” (blacks) fled from these areas to Kansas
The Election of 1876:

· Repubs nominated Rutherford Hayes, Dems nominated Samuel Tilden. Tilden looked like he would win, so the Repubs challenged the votes from S. Carolina/Florida/Louisiana. The Dems then challenged Oregon’s vote so they could win. CRAZYYYY!
· Both sides were full of fraud, and Congress would decide. Dems threatened a filibuster, so politicians created a compromise
· The Compromise of 1877 said Hayes could be president if the military was removed from the South 
