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Migrants and Immigrants:

· Joplin became a rich entertainer by getting paid 1 cent for every copy of “Maple Leaf Rag” that was sold

· Farmwomen and immigrants (Germans, English, Irish) were attracted to cities. “New Immigrants” (Italians, Slavs, Greeks, Jews) settled in Eastern half—due to overpopulation, famine, religion, violence, or economic depression

· Immigrants came through customs (NYC/San Fran), checked for diseases, and were sometimes given Americanized names

Adjusting to an Urban Society:

· Immigrants from similar regions in the same country often settled near each other—“chain migration”

· Germans/English adapted well to America, but half of the Chinese and Italians moved back home 

Slums and Ghettos:

· Began with tenements with poor residents packed in—became a ghetto when renters couldn’t move due to prejudice/laws

· Lots of disease, noise, pollution. Blacks also forced into ghettos- refused to rent houses, had low pay, made rent really high

Fashionable Avenues and Suburbs:

· As cities grew, many neighborhoods were segregated very visibly by social class: poor people in middle of city, bad homes

· The further from the city center meant better, bigger houses with high quality/amenities 

Manners and Morals:

· Victorian morality—social ideas embraced by upper classes (Moralistic, separate spheres, financial class proportionate to intelligence/morality, good manners, cultured). 

· Endorsed by Henry Ward Beecher and sister, Catharine (wrote The American Woman’s Home, about manners/etiquette)

The Cult of Domesticity:

· Victorian morality/domestic products asserted the woman’s sphere in the home- home=retreat, head of religion, foster family’s culture/art experience

Department Stores:

· Department stores were made to offer high-quality, low cost products at plush, rich-looking stores. Made shopping a hobby!

The Transformation of Higher Education:

· Colleges were dominated by upper class: all students, leaders, and benefactors. (Morrill Land Act/churches also paid some)

· Women were allowed in some colleges, but more were in all-women schools: 1/3 of all college were women

· Requirements were raised to become a doctor due to awful med. care during war: shut out women and blacks

· Research universities were made to offer a wide range of courses and to encourage members to pursue research

Political Bosses and Machine Politics:

· A “boss” was a politician that lobbied for the poor working class in urban areas and was in charge of the political machine

· The political machine was an unofficial party group that fought to keep the current party in office by:

· Controlling hiring/firing for police and fire departments

· Rewarded/Punished people with taxes

· Traded payoffs for information about the city projects

· Helped the needy—paid bails, social services, hospitals, schools

· NYC’s boss—William “Magear” Tweed of the Tammany Hall machine: corruption increased city debt- donations & contracts

Battling Poverty:

· Middle-class reformers sought to Americanize poor immigrants, whom they said had no self-control/discipline

· Hartley made the N.Y. Association for Improving the Condition of the poor to urge the poor families to change their ways

· Brace made the N.Y. Children’s Aid Society to give homeless boys homes, jobs, and skills

· The YMCA/YWCA (Young Men’s/Women’s Christian Association) offered housing, nurseries, and recreation

New Approaches to Social Reform:

· Salvation Army came from Britain to give the poor food, homes, jobs, and lessons on morality so they could improve

· Josephine Shaw Lowell—N.Y. Charity Organization Society—moral advice/standard of decorum to foster self-sufficiency

The Moral-Purity Campaign:

· Anthony Comstock—N.Y. Society for the Suppression of Vice—against sinning/gambling/obscenity

· Charles Parkhurst—City Vigilance League—blamed Tammany Hall for evils: prostitution, gambling, etc.

The Social Gospel:

· Protestant ministers like William Rainsford, created a church in a once-elite part of NYC that gave aid to the poor immigrants

· Washington Gladden started the Social Gospel movement: People are obligated to end social injustice, end business/labor fighting. Rauschenbusch also followed this, creating the Federal Council of Churches to unite churches and create peace

The Settlement-House Movement:

· Jane Addams advocated the movement, which said relief workers need to live in poor neighborhoods to see it firsthand. She created the Hull House to educate, house, and aid needy immigrants. 

· Florence Kelley worked in the Hull House, which taught her about municipal gov. She got a factory inspector job; many settlement-house leaders went on to government officials

Streets, Saloons, and Boxing Matches:

· Urban working class needed recreation/amusement after work. Went out in streets for food/music, saloons for friends/lunch/beer

The Rise of Professional Sports:

· Americans did not invent baseball, but popularized and modernized it—1st team was NY Knickerbockers, 1845. Liked by urban workers
· Fostered discrimination against blacks- were banned from professional leagues, so they made their own
· #1 famous sports hero—John L. Sullivan, a boxer (who refused to fight blacks- his fans didn’t approve). Won match against rival, Kilrain
Vaudeville, Amusement Parks, and Dance Halls:

· Vaudeville was most popular theatre choice—comedians, dancing, music, blackface shows, magicians appealed to all

· Amusement parks (Coney Island) offered dancing, rides, carnivals—allowed people to forget their troubles in “fantasy”
· Low-paid working women liked dance halls, where they could relax with friends, meet boys, and escape from everyday life
Ragtime:

· From African-American roots: preferred by lower class, similar to spirituals (bass rhythm, syncopation). 

· Wild rhythms were associated with sex/love, showed blacks’ stereotyped sensuality/primitive-ness

The Genteel Tradition and its Critics:

· Professors/editors like Norton, Godkin, Gilder, set Victorian standards in culture/books/attitude through books and magazines

· Mark Twain attacked this genteel, aristocratic way of writing and expressing oneself

· Writers were split up into three types:

· Regionalists—captured local life/dialect of local life… Sarah Orne Jewett & The Country of the Pointed Firs

· Realists—focused on truthful depiction of everyday life… William Dean Howells

· Naturalists—deny freewill, life’s outcomes determined by economy/psychology… Stephen Crane & Maggie: A Girl of the Streets 

· Twain and Dreiser wrote about human impact of dramatic social changes like urbanism and distribution of wealth

Modernism in Architecture and Painting:

· Americans switched to Modernism—form should follow function, don’t look to past for inspiration

· Frank Lloyd Wright made “prairie school” houses—different from Victorian homes

· Rejection of refinement made its way into art—brutal nature scenes (Homer), physical exertion (Eakins) and mother/child (Cassatt)

From Victorian Lady to New Woman:

· Frances Willard advocated temperance/widened sphere for women: domestication of politics by women would improve society

· The General Federation of Women’s Clubs was an umbrella organization that created women’s clubs (Excluded Blacks)

· Women liked to bicycle for fitness and to gain a sense of freedom from Victorian values and ideas

· Feminist Kate Choplin wrote The Awakening, where her character violated social conventions and killed herself due to that

Public Education as an Arena of Class Conflict:

· Middle class educators/civic leaders wanted to extend public schools as a way of indoctrinating/controlling lower classes
· Reformers like William Torrey Harris thought Americans were too stupid to participate in public affairs, so they should go to school for longer times and should be taught moral values/punctuality
· Immigrants and Catholics still didn’t like public schools—used Protestant ideas, stressed too much discipline
