Chapter 22: Global Involvements and World War I

The “Open Door”- Competing for the China Market:

· America liked China for economic opportunity—Germany and England got trading, development, transport rights

· Sec/State John Hay asked them for an “Open Door” policy: assure American trading rights by opening ports

· Chinese antiforeign society was Harmonious Righteous Fists/“Boxers”

· Boxers took over Beijing, foreign legations. America and foreign armies had to use troops to end the Boxer Rebellion

· Hay issued Open Door notes to reaffirm open trade in China for all; said America would preserve Chinese territory/government

The Panama Canal- Hardball Diplomacy:

· France failed to build Panama canal, sold building rights/assets to America for $40 million

· Philippe Bunau-Varilla created Panama as an independent country, which gave America the land for the original offer

Roosevelt and Taft Assert U.S. Power in Latin America and Asia:

· European powers invaded countries like Venezuela and Dominican Republic for debt defaults—Roosevelt issued Roosevelt Corollary that said America will intervene with European wrongdoing in Latin America 

· Taft did Dollar Diplomacy—protect American economical interests… Kept protecting Nicaragua & new leader Andolfo Diaz

· Russia took over Beijing, which ticked off Japanese—beat Russians in war!! Roosevelt got them to sign a peace treaty

· Japan/America relations were bad due to racism: segregated California schools, spying (yellow/white peril)

Wilson and Latin America:

· Woodrow Wilson, DEM!!, didn’t like expansionism, but sent troops to suppress rebellion in Haiti/Dominican Republic

· Mexicans killed previous leader and picked General Victoriano Huerta. US gov refused to accept new leader’s authority

· America accepted Huerta’s rival Venustiano Carranza, and fought against Huerta’s troops. Huerta gave up

· Pancho Villa kept raiding/killing Americans; America sent 150,000 troops to border, which stirred up anti-American feelings

The Coming of War:

· Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy made the Central Powers; England, France, and Russia made the Allies
· MAIN! Countries wanted military power, made alliances, imperialism, and nationalism. Austria declared war on Serbia when Franz Ferdinand was killed; alliances made this a global issue
The Perils of Neutrality:

· Most Americans wanted neutrality, however had ties with England; German/Irish/Scandinavian immigrants supported Germany

· Why did America join the war?
· To “shape the peace”—create a transformed world order?

· Neutral nations’ rights at sea—intercepted American ships, closed ports

· Germany’s submarines (u-boats)—Sank the Lusitania, killing Americans
· After fighting to stay neutral, Wilson let American bankers loan the Allies tons of money, which increased tension with Germany

· Woodrow Wilson beat Charles Evans Hughes for the election of 1916

The United States Enters the War:

· The Zimmermann telegraph from Germany to Mexico—if Mexico joins Central Powers, Germany would restore their lost land
· Russian Communists overthrew Czar Nicholas, replaced with Kerensky in provisional gov.—portray war as fight for democracy
Raising, Training, and Testing an Army:

· Newton Baker, Secretary of War, started Selective Service Act—all men ages 21-30 (later 18-45) have to register for the draft

· The Commission on Training Camp Activities denounced STD’s, prostitution, and drinking

· Native Americans served in the American Expeditionary Force; DuBois encouraged blacks to fight, but the military was racist

Organizing the Economy for War:

· The War Industries Board under Bernard Baruch coordinated military purchases, set efficiency, allocated materials for military

· Fuel Admin. controlled output/prices/consumption, started daylight savings; Food Admin. oversaw wheat/meat/sugar production

· War was good for business—profit soared, companies worked together
With the American Expeditionary Force in France:

· When America came in, the Allies were losing—U-boat attacks, failed assaults… Russia sucked because Lenin/Trotsky with the Bolsheviks overthrew Kerensky and signed an armistice with Germany (Treaty of Brest-Litovsk)

· John Pershing ran the AEF—soldiers came from small, rural towns. Blacks were allowed, but it was racist and segregated 

· Wilson wanted America to be an “Associate Power”—AEF is distinct and separate, fighting offensively

· German offensive along the Somme pushed back by Marshal Ferdinand Foch; Offensive to Paris blocked at Chateau Thierry 

· Punched holes in Allied lines (called salients). Germans aimed at Rheims between the holes, and were stopped…turning point!!
Turning the Tide:

· Last Allied offensive expelled Germans from the Somme; Pershing’s 1st independent command closed German salient St. Mihiel

· Last battle was at Verdun, near French/German border. AEF sent to cut Sedan-Mezieres Railroad, but had to go through three heavily guarded trenches… eventually made it

Advertising the War:

· The sale of government bonds/“Liberty Loans”, income taxes, excise taxes on luxuries, and estate taxes paid for the war

· Committee on Public Information publicized war, discredited dissent: won over immigrants, attacked Socialists, talks by “Four Minute Men”

· Progressive reformers like Lippmann, Croly, Dewey supported war: Dewey said war presented “social possibilities”
Wartime Intolerance and Dissent:

· Pro-German were forced to support USA; mob lynched Robert Prager without punishment; anything German was renamed

· International Workers of the World were antiwar. Citizens Protective League dumped copper miners (some IWW) in desert (
· Antiwar draft men were called conscientious objectors, were assigned non-combat duties, or were sent to prison

· Split Socialists (war=keep capitalistic foreign investments)/Women’s Rights groups (Harriot Stanton argued for war in Mobilizing Woman-Power)

· Randolph Bourne argued against Dewey, said war is too big for you to use it to create social gain and opportunity

Suppressing Dissent by Law: 

· Espionage Act set penalty for antiwar activities; Sedition Amendment gave punishment for those who talked bad about America

· Postmaster General Albert Burleson suppressed socialist magazines like The Masses and Milwaukee Leader 

· Groups like American Protective League, Connecticut Home Guard, etc. stamped out dissent and forced ideological conformity

· Schenck v. US ruled that suppressing dissent was legal because free speech posed “clear and present danger” to America

Boom Times in Industry and Agriculture:

· Output, prices, and wages grew due to increased war-related production… very little strikes. Corn/cotton/tobacco did well too

Blacks Migrate Northward:

· Blacks moved to urban areas for promise of better pay and less racism—but was labor competition, crowded neighborhoods

· Black churches, newspapers, Harlem Renaissance, NAACP grew substantially 

Women in Wartime:

· Women began to get jobs, volunteered for war to get equality; 19th Amendment gave women the vote in 1920 after protests

Public Health Crisis- The 1918 Influenza Pandemic:

· SWINE FLU! jk. Influenza pandemic was viral and highly contagious. Started in Africa, moved to Europe, then America

The War and Progressivism:

· The 18th Amendment (alcohol ban) was put in place because beer was German; Increased fighting against prostitution

· War Labor Board encouraged workers to join unions with guaranteed rights; encouraged condition improvements

· US Housing Corporation made projects, schools, rec. centers; Bureau of War Risk Insurance aided soldiers’ families financially

Wilson’s Fourteen Points; The Armistice:

· Fourteen points: Austria-Hungarians/Ottomans can have self-determination (chose politics). Colonial disputes need to remember colonists’ interests. Free navigation. Free trade. Reduced armaments. Open treaties. An “association of nations”

The Versailles Peace Conference, 1919:

· Italy, America, France, and England all went to the Versailles Peace Conference. The Treaty included:

· Germany has to disarm, pay $56 billion, and get sole blame

· Germany loses colonies to Allies under trustee system that would eventually grant independence

· France regained land lost to Germans, also took coal-rich Saar Basin

· Japan keeps trading rights to Shandong, China… Seized them from Germany

· German land goes to Poland—Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania get independence

· Italy gets piece of Austria
The Fight over the League of Nations:

· While campaigning for his League of Nations, Wilson collapsed and had a stroke, leaving him in a wheelchair and unable

· The League of Nations bill split Senate into 1) Dems who liked unchanged league. 2) Repub “irreconcilables” who opposed it.   3) Repub. “reservationalists” demanded amendments before passing

· No Americans really liked the league… it was created, but America would not join

Racism and the Red Scare, 1919-1920:

· Antiradicalism and racism went crazy—tons of lynching, murders. 

· Fear of Bolsheviks led to red scare; bomb plots, anti-American questions, refusal of Socialists, deportations, “red raids” led by Attorney General Palmer

The Election of 1920:

· Dems. Nominated James Cox and Franklin Roosevelt. Repubs. Picked Warren Harding and Calvin Coolidge. Harding won.
