Chapter 28: The Liberal Era, 1960-1968
A New Beginning:

· Nixon-Kennedy televised debates made voters choose Kennedy: chose Lyndon Johnson as VP, got Catholic votes

· JFK won and promised a “new frontier” to get America moving again--won in ’61

Kennedy’s Domestic Record:

· JFK’s major policies included:

· Boost defense budget—nuclear weapons, military, and “Green Berets” to do guerrilla warfare

· “Race to the Moon”

· Cut in corporate taxes

· Anti-pesticide warnings and Clean Air Act—regulating automotive/industrial pollution
Cold War Activism:

· Did both a major military buildup and assistance for third-world countries: Peace Corps

· Laos crisis: US-supported army vs. Pathet Lao rebels; JFK restored neutral gov, let commies rule countryside

· CIA planned for exiles (“La Brigada”) to invade Bay of Pigs, start an uprising, and overthrow Castro. It failed. EPIC

· JFK met Khrushchev to resolve German peace treaty. USSR threatened war, so US increased military. Led to Berlin wall 

To the Brink of Nuclear War:

· US aerial photos showed USSR built missiles in Cuba, which could strike America. JFK started naval blockade

· USSR sent two messages: They’ll move missiles if America won’t invade; afterwards insisted that American missiles need to move from Turkey as part of the deal. We ended up agreeing and both sides moved their missiles

The Thousand-Day Presidency:

· JFK was assassinated in Dallas, Texas in November 1963 by Lee Harvey Oswald, who was later killed

· Lyndon Johnson was sworn in, and JFK became a martyr. Arms building, Vietnam were two issues left unresolved

Nonviolence and Violence:

· Congress of Racial Equality set up freedom rides through South to celebrate ban of segregation in interstate transport

· Freedom riders were members of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
The African-American Revolution:

· MLK, Jr. started nonviolent protests in Birmingham, AL—very segregated. Wrote “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

· Bull Connor was police chief—used violence on peaceful protests, which brought attention to blacks’ causes

The March on Washington, 1963:

· Goal was to pass laws that outlawed segregation in public places: organized by A. Philip Randolph

· Just created violence from racists, who bombed a black church in Birmingham, killing 4 girls in Sunday school

The Civil Rights (1964) and Voting Rights Acts:

· Johnson passed Civil Rights Act: banned discrimination and segregation in public places/bias in federal programs, gave feds powers to fight school segregation, created Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to enforce ban on job discrim.

· Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party wanted to be recognized by Democratic convention. Pres gave 2 at-large seats while banning any more delegations from states that disfranchised blacks

· Voting Rights Act invalidated test to deny the vote, let fed. examiners register voters in places with disfranchised blacks

Fire in the Streets:

· In Watts, Los Angeles, a police vs. blacks fight started HUGE race riot that left 34 dead and 900 injured

· Riots were really common- blacks wanted to force whites to notice slum life, police brutality, racial violence

· Riot in Detroit was worst of ’65—looting, arson. Natl. Guard was sent but 43 died and 2000 were injured

“Black Power”!!!:

· Black power demanded by militant groups who wanted self-defense and speedy social change. Led by Malcolm X!

· Was killed by black Muslims, book The Autobiography of Malcolm X was the main book of black power movement

· Black Panthers led by Huey Newton was a militant group that used violence against whites/police

Johnson Takes Over:

· Passed a $10 bil. tax cut. Books like Harrington’s The Other America showed poverty that still existed

· Econ. Opportunity Act made Office of Econ. Opportunity to wage war on poverty: job train, VISTA volunteers, preschool education for poor families, Community Action Program, public works. His “Great Society” was free of poverty and racism
The 1964 Election:

· LBJ (Dems), George Wallace (Uber-Conservative, anti-Civil Rights Act, anti-Communism)

· LBJ won in a landslide; GOP lost majorly in Congress and state legislatures. Some called it the “death of Conservatism”

Triumphant Liberalism:

· Started Medicare to provide insurance for aged with social security; Medicaid for the poor in 1965

· Immigration Act of ’65 ended national-origins quotas: most new immigrants come from Asia & Latin America

· Natl. Wilderness Preservation Act set aside 9.1 mil. acres: Created Redwood, stop damming of Colorado River

The Warren Court in the Sixties:

· Bibles/prayer in public schools, limited local book censoring, end contraception ban

· Miranda v. Arizona said police must advise suspects of right to remain silent & have counsel during interrogation

Native American Activism:

· National Council on Indian Opportunity gave funds to reservations; 1st Indian to head Bureau of Indian Affairs

· American Indianan movement started by Chippewas, Sioux, Ojibwa living around Minnesota

· They wanted to promote “traditional ways”, prevent brutality/“red ghettos”, make survival schools to teach history

Hispanic Americans Organize:

· César Estrada Chávez and United Farm Worker founder Dolores Huerta organized boycotts (grapes…?)
· Began to use the words Chicano(a) to express militant sense of collective identity/solidarity 
· Student organizations boycotted classes to protest poor conditions in schools: Congress encouraged schools to become bilingual and teach both languages
· Young Lords (like Hispanic Black Panthers) in NYC published Palante, which popularized their goals/movement
Asian-American Activism:

· Asian-American Political Alliance brought together all nationalities of Asians to get cultural identity/solidarity

· Protested for Asian-American studies, against dictatorships/nuclear testing in the Pacific

A Second Feminist Wave:

· Got Civil Rights Act extended to gender discrimination (Equal Employment Commission didn’t enforce well)

· National Organization of Women wanted equal opportunity for genders, end sexist beliefs

· Friedan critiqued domesticity in The Feminine Mystique-said women were trapped in a “velvet ghetto”
Women’s Liberation:

· Met in groups of women and used “consciousness-raising” to recruit women and change their preconceived ideas

· Mocked Miss America Pagents, set up “freedom trash cans” (threw away high heeled, girdles)

· Thought power of men caused all oppressions; Women’s Strike for Equality fought for equal employments and safe abortions
Kennedy and Vietnam:

· Thought Ho Chi Minh would overthrow US gov. in Saigon: sent weapons to the South and increased spying and troops

· To fight Natl. Liberation Front, we dropped crop-killers and napalm. Killed Diem, but new gov. didn’t fight Vietcong (NLF)

Escalation of the War:

· Johnson expanded war: Vietnamese ship attacked US ships. Asked for air strikes/get permission to do anything to repel armed attack against US or to prevent aggression. This was called the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution

The Endless War:

· Operation Rolling Thunder was extended bombing of N. Vietnam to “break its will”… it didn’t work

· Used “meat0grinder” aka, attrition strategy to inflict huge casualties. That kind of didn’t work either! 

Doves Versus Hawks:

· Students, pacifists, and socialists protested war: Spring Mobilization to End the War included 600,000 people

· “Hawks” wanted total victory; “Doves” wanted to negotiate, not fight

38 days of school left… YOU CAN DO IT!

