Chapter 31: Beyond the Cold War, 1988-2000

The Election of 1988:

· Bush vs. Jesse Jackson. Bush won easily: stressed low taxes, low inflation, better foreign relations

The Cold War Ends:

· Events that brought the war to an end:

· Germany reunited

· USSR’s republics (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania) and others moved towards autonomy

· Reducing weapons, nuclear arsenals, and troops

· Political and economic crisis caused an increase in Western-style market economies 

· Gorbachev replaced with Boris Yeltsin
· Contra war in Nicaragua was over; Invaded Panama to capture leader Manuel Noriega, who let drugs pass freely to the North

· Economic sanctions against apartheid-torn S. Africa; removed after apartheid was over & Nelson Mandela was released

· After Chinese troops violently ended a protest in Tiananmen Square, Bush refused to cancel trading or diplomacy with PRC

The Persian Gulf War, 1991:

· Iraq (Hussein) invaded Kuwait for the oil. America sent troops and imposed economic sanctions to force Iraq to withdraw

· We bombed Baghdad/important buildings, so Iraq used Soviet-made missiles called Scuds against Israel and Saudi Arabia

· Troops under Schwarzkopf killed thousands of Iraqis, while suffering very few casualties. Bush ordered a ceasefire

· Showed that America would use military to protect national interests; however would not overthrow Saddam Hussein

Home-Front Problems and Domestic Policies:

· Savings and loan industry collapsed- high rates and deregulation; gov. repaid depositors and sold foreclosed buildings

· Recession caused sales to decrease, hurt the car industry, increased unemployment, caused inner-city riots

· Americans w/ Disabilities Act ban discrimination against the disabled- jobs, education, disabled access to public buildings

· Exxon Valdez spilled oil, and polluted a lot. Tightened Clean Air Act, disposed of radioactive waste; however, allowed global warming and oil exploration in Alaska to continue

· Nominated Clarence Thomas (Conservative African American) to replace Thurgood Marshall in the Supreme Court

· One of Thomas’ former assiociates, Anita Hill, accused him of sexual harassment. He was acquitted and joined the court

1992- Clinton vs. Bush, and a Third-Party Challenge:

· Clinton/Gore vs. Bush and H. Ross Perot, an Independent who dismissed party politics. Clinton won! Boo yah.

Shaping a Domestic Agenda:

· Clinton was in New Democratic Coalition (more moderate Democrats), believed in middle class issues like jobs/healthcare

· Appointed many women to high offices, including Madeleine Albright as the 1st female secretary of state

· Clinton used “don’t ask, don’t tell” for homosexuality in the military. Tax increases and military decreases helped debt a lot

· North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)- let Mexico into free-trade zone with US and Canada

· Wanted universal healthcare, health cooperatives, caps on premiums and Medicade/care, but failed due to unpopularity 

· Made those receiving welfare (Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC)) go to work after 2 years 

· Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition supported the Republican Party

A Sharp Right Turn, 1994-1996:

· Newt Gingrich, a Repub, mobilized Americans’ discontent by proposing tax cuts, crime laws, and a balanced budget amendment with his “Contract with America”

· GOP won control of Congress: balanced budget amendment was almost passed, media was condoned as liberally biased or offensive (Communications Decency Act strengthened censorship powers, but was declared 

· Welfare like AFDC was expensive and increasing, and thought it became a “lifelong entitlement” that encouraged laziness

· Welfare Reform Act (96) ended AFDC; states would get grants for their own programs with funding limits/guidelines

An Uneven Prosperity:

· Economic boom: low rates, low inflation, computers (IT/Info tech. stocks) Rich got richer, poor got poorer

America and the Global Economy:

· Wanted to keep China trade (#4 trade partner); Globalization of economy made Amer. support others with ailing economies

The Balkans, Russia, and Eastern Europe in the Post-Soviet Era:

· Serbia started genocide on neighboring Bosnia. Dayton Accords made ceasefire/plans for governing. Used troops to enforce

· Serbia attacked Muslims in Kosovo, Serbia. NATO troops occupied Kosovo so the refugees could come back

· In 1993, the world changed forever, because Molly Simeur was born

· Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START II) cut nuclear arsenals by ½. In ’99, Vladimir Putin became leader

The Middle East- Seeking an Elusive Peace, Combating a Wily Foe:

· Palestinian (Arafat) Intidada against Israel (Rabin) & Olso Accords- Palestinian state, return of Gaza to Palestine, Jerusalem

· Rabin was killed, replaced with Netanyahu. He withdrew some Israeli forces, but halted it after continuing attacks

· UN put sanctions on Iraqi oil, but Saddam banned UN inspectors, so America sent troops to the Persian Gulf again

Nuclear Proliferation, Terrorism, and Peacekeeping Challenges:

· Countries like India, Pakistan, and North Korea continued to test and develop nuclear bombs, which worried America 

· Somalia, US troops went on a humanitarian mission: some were murdered in Mogadishu, and Osama bin Laden was blamed

· Bin Laden also bombed military areas in Saudi Arabia, Kenya, Tanzania, and Afghanistan, and was indicted by US

· Haiti’s gov was overthrown, the UN started military action against the junta. It succeeded—Pres. Aristide in power again

A New World Order Painfully Emerges:

· Trends in the post-Cold War era included—

1) International affairs were affected more by the economy—globalization, multinational trade/finance networks

2) Bigger divide between prosperous, industrious world from poverty-stricken, disease/illiteracy filled societies 

3) More ethnic/religious divisions (Hutu vs. Tutsi in Rwanda, Muslim fundamentalism vs. Western liberalism, Israeli Jews and Palestinian lands, Hindu militants vs. Muslims)

4) Increasing role of UN—some wanted it to be eliminated, some wanted to retain it as a valuable peacekeeper 

Campaign 1996 and After- Battling Big Tobacco; Balancing the Budget:

· Clinton beat out Bob Dole, who ran a lackluster campaign; Some of Clinton’s campaign money came from Asian investors

· Wanted to give penalties, taxes, and decreased advertising to tobacco companies; South backed tobacco, so the bill failed

· His state of the union called for welfare, college tax credits, extending Medicare. Some called it “Progressivism Lite”

Scandal Grips the White House:

· After Paula Jones charged Clinton with sexual harassment, he gave a monetary settlement. During the trial, he was questioned about an affair with Monica Lewinsky, which both totally denied

· Phone tapes were found that proved the affair, and some wished to impeach him on grounds of perjury. Most opposed this

· Senate rejected impeachment. Hurt both Clinton, and Repubs, who pushed so hard for impeachment (NEWT GINGRICH!)

Election 2000- Bush Versus Gore:

· Gore sounded way smarter, wanted to continue prosperity. Bush had no national/foreign policy experience, said “howdy ya’ll” and lost the popular vote by over 500000

· Corrupt elections in Florida’s made it depend on electoral votes. Called for recounts, but Bush’s lawyers didn’t want one

· Lol is that biased at all? I think Voldemort had something to do with George W.

· Would count all suspect ballots, but the election was given to Bush. Hillary Clinton would win as a senator for New York

Affluence and a Search for Heroes:

· Prosperity made a “winner take all” mentality. Robert Putnam said people didn’t care about public issues any more

· Titanic ♥, Braveheart, Who Wants to be a Millionare, the murder of JonBenét Ramsey and OJ Simpson 

Outbursts of Violence Stir Concern:

· Columbine High School shooting killed 13; murders of abortion doctors; Oklahoma City bombing killed 168 at Murrah Fed. Building. Timothy McVeigh was in an antigovernment militia group and was charged and executed for it

Culture Wars- A Broader View:

· Included Christian Coalition/Repubs vs. moral and family decay; Protestants vs. Catholics, Homosexual vs. heterosexuals

· Fighting was not usually violent, but used protests, shows, talk shows, and boycotts to argue views

