Chapter Six: Securing Independence, Defining Nationhood, 1776-1788

The Prospects of War

Loyalists and other British Sympathizers

During the War of Independence, the Loyalists were called "Tories" and the Patriots were called "Whigs."  
Tory: "a thing whose head is in England, and its body in America, and a neck that needed stretching."

Loyalists believed they shouldn’t be taxed by Parliament, like the Patriots. However, the loyalists thought there was a way, besides war, to preserve their constitutional rights. They respected the king and thought it was a sacrifice of personal honor not to.

Whigs/Tories hated each other more that the Patriots/British.

Loyalist strength in an area depended on two things:

1. Local Political Power/Authority

a. Elites in New England, the Gentry in Virginia, and the rice planters in South Carolina convinced their neighbors to side with the Patriots during town meetings. (No more than 5% were Tories in these areas)

b. Most loyalists were in New York/New Jersey, who didn’t want to influence colonists to pick a side

2. Geographic Distribution of Recent British Immigrants

a. New York had more loyalists b/c soldiers from the Seven Years’ War, and b/c colonists could get large land grants

b. 125000 English came from 1763-1776

c. New York, Georgia, Carolina Backcountry had native-born Britons, and 25-40% were Loyalists

1. Tory units—Loyal Highland Emigrants, North Carolina Highlanders, Volunteers of Ireland

There were lots of Loyalists in Canada—Britain retained Catholicism/French laws, which made Canadian elites support Britain. Non-elite French AND English Canadians favored the American victory.

Colonists supported the British rule—thought an independent America would pose a greater threat to their liberties & independence.

Most non-British whites in the colonies supported the Revolution (Germans). Patriots never even tried to take over Nova Scotia and Florida because there was a high concentration of recent immigrants/British troops. Not the Indies, either, because they were dominated by absentee British plantation owners.

Nonwhites during the Revolutionary War:

1. African Americans 

a. Thought their own independence was more important than American Independence
b. 20000 slaves from the south escaped, 9000 got freedom—served as laborers/British soldiers
c. Slaves in the North supported the rebels
2. Native Americans

a. Typically supported Britain
b. Natives in Great Lakes region gave British support—good relations w/ British in old French forts
c.  Most Iroquois supported Britain, led by Joseph Brant

d. Some Cherokees saw war as a way to recapture their lands, while others wanted to stay neutral
e. Natives in Northern New England, Eastern Canada, and Illinois/Wabash valleys supported the colonists
The Opposing Sides

The population of Britain was 11.5 million, compared to America’s 2.5 million. (1/3 of Americans were enslaved or Loyalists) 

Britain also had a much greater naval power, a better army, and more military leaders. Britain had 110000 men in North America, as well as 30000 German Hessians and 21000 Loyalists. Had a hard time getting them supplies—had to import food from Britain

Britain’s sea power was weakened after 1763 budget cuts—half of ships needed repairs, lost 62000 to disease, wounds, or desertion.

American privateers/US Navy captured 2000 British ships and 16000 crewmen. Doubled British debt and gave Britons lots of taxes.

American soldiers weren’t professionally trained—used guerilla warfare, avoided major battles, and allowed Britain to occupy cities.

They also didn’t usually serve long terms. Army offered signing bonuses (bounties) and land to get people to sign up. Most whites/blacks that signed up for long terns were poor, landless, and had nothing to lose. US Army lacked experienced leaders & inspirational heritage. 

Total American soldiers: 220000, Total British: 162000

George Washington’s previous experience in the French and Indian Wars showed him what it took to win a war: No overconfidence, need for determination, soldiers’ desires of respect from authority

War and Peace 

Shifting Fortunes in the North

British force American troops from NYC— General William Howe and Admiral Richard Howe along with 32000 British troops captured New York City in 1776. They fought against 18000 poorly trained soldiers under Washington. 

American Victory at Trenton & Princeton—Winter 1776-1777, Washington led troops into New Jersey and attacked a Hessian garrison. There were very few American casualties. At Princeton, he led his troops to capture 1/3 of British troops stationed there. After Princeton, Marquis de Lafayette joined Washington’s staff. His presence showed France’ s king (Louis XVI) might recognize independence and declare war on Britain IF the Americans could win a major battle.

American Victory at Saratoga—Leger/Burgoyne planned on capturing the Hudson River valley in 1777.  It would sever New England from the others, slowing the American cause.  Burgoyne would come down from Canada and Leger would come in from the west from Lake Ontario. Leger retreated at Fort Stanwix. Burgoyne surrendered at Saratoga to Horatio Gates. This win made it possible for the urgently needed foreign aid from France. (Turning point in war.) Spain allied with France a year later.
British troops seize Philadelphia— British/American armies collided. British were more experienced, which caused Americans to flee. Britain (Howe) took over Philadelphia.

During the winter, the Continentals settled in Valley Forge, where there were extreme shortages of food and supplies, and they lacked training. German soldier Friedrich von Steuben came to Valley Forge and turned the army into a formidable fighting force.

As the British left Philadelphia to free up soldiers for the West Indies, the Continental Army caught up to their rear guard (North America now controlled by Gen. Henry Clinton), at Monmouth Court House in New Jersey. After six hours of fighting, the Continentals went to sleep, but the British snuck away.

This battle ended the contest for the North. Clinton/Navy occupied New York, but Washington & his troops were watching them.

During this time, Whigs hunted down the last few Tories and “extinguished their loyalism”

The War in the West

War near the Appalachians, Western Pennsylvania/New York was only small fights, not large battles, between Natives and colonists.

War began in 1776 when Cherokees attacked North Carolina. After heavy losses, colonists burned most Cherokee towns, and forced them to sign treaties and give up their land in the Carolinas and Tennessee. Ohio Natives/settlers in Kentucky, George Rodgers Clark captured/lost French Vincennes. Many colonists independent of British/American coordination burned Natives’ villages.

Pro-British Iroquois led by Joseph Brant killed many Americans in raids. Gen. John Sullivan retaliated by sending troops to Elmira, NY, along with some Native American allies. They destroyed many towns and food supplies, inflicting starvation.

Fighting in the west ended in 1782.

Victory in the South

Gen. Henry Clinton went to the South- wanted to take over ports to allow troops to go to/from Indies. Expected to find many Loyalists.

In 1778, Britain took control of Georgia. 9000 soldiers took over Charles Town, SC in 1780. There were fewer Loyalists than expected

Loyalists switched sides during the Cherokee rebellion to protect their home. 1/3 of slaves in Georgia went to the British to freedom. 

Some Loyalists were bitter towards Patriots (harsh treatment) and took revenge, but the Patriots always retaliated. 

Horatio Gates lost Camden, SC due to untrained militiamen, to Cornwallis. Gates’s militia fled… was worst rebel defeat of the war.

Washington replaced Gates with Gen. Nathaniel Greene to fight Cornwallis. He won three battles by hunting down Loyalists, stretching British supply lines, and inflicting heavy casualties. Forced Cornwallis to leave Carolina into Virginia. Established a base there, at Yorktown, VA. At the Battle of Yorktown, the French/Americans outnumbered the British, forcing a surrender.

Peace at Last

After Cornwallis’s surrender, Britain had to quit fighting and negotiate for peace. John Adams, Ben Franklin, and John Jay met in Paris for peace talks with England. 

Main ideas of the Treaty of Paris:

1. Recognize America’s Independence

2. Withdraw all troops

3. Give up lands east of Mississippi River

4. American controlled the Northwest

5. Gave America fishing rights off the Grand Banks in Canada

America/Spain/Britain argued about Florida’s northern border—Spain said the established line was more southern than it used to be.

State governments didn’t compensate Britain for losses/debt. Britain didn’t leave forts or return slaves to retaliate for that.

Natives were left out of the treaty—had to deal with government on their own. Natives didn’t acknowledge America’s independence.

5% of men fighting died. Many loyalists, slaves, and Natives went into exile. Recent British immigrants left America.

The Revolution and Social Change

Egalitarianism Among White Men

 During the war, the elites tried to maintain the appearance of equality by wearing homemade clothes that normal people wore during the British goods boycott. Many generals showed respect to their soldiers. Some, however, defied orders and were subordinate.

After soldiers held on to their need for respect, politicians took care not to scorn common people.

Republicans insisted that all social classes each had their good qualities, and poor people need to defer to wealthier people.

“Natural Aristocrats”—people whose accomplishments determined their fitness for government service—were most elected, rather than just wealthy people. Newfound equality didn’t affect propertyless males, women, or nonwhites. 

While society was more egalitarian, the actual distribution of wealth was the same.

White Women in Wartime

Some women assisted troops, fought in disguise, but most managed households, families, and even businesses.

Philadelphia women raised money for the troops’ food and supplies—Esther de Berte Reed/Sally Franklin Bache

Abigail Adams tried to convince her husband to remember the women while writing laws—women have a say in the government.

A Revolution for Black Americans

9000 Blacks joined the British Army, versus 5000 with the Continentals—hired out of need for soldiers, rather than for racial equality.

The Quakers abolished slavery in 1770 in New England, and in 1779 in Pennsylvania and New York. Quakers like Benezet and Woolman tried to extend their antislavery beliefs outside their religion. Between 1777-1784, Vermont, Mass., Rhode Island, & Connecticut abolished slavery. New York/Jersey in 1799/1804. New Hampshire had no slaves by 1810, but it wasn’t abolished

Most of these states’ laws took steps that would gradually weaken slavery—allow children born to slave women to eventually be freed.

Revolutionary leaders didn’t try to get rid of slavery in the south—scared it would break up union or cause bankruptcy. 

All states besides S. Carolina and Georgia ended slave imports, and N. Carolina was the only state to not have a law that would make it easier for masters to free (manumit) their slaves. Free blacks went from 4000 in 1775 to 21000 in 15 years.

Freed persons of color were considered second-rate citizens—earned less money, worked as laborers, servants, and farmers.

Some freed blacks that owned land could vote. Most Northern states got rid of curfews/laws restricting freedom of movement, and guaranteed free blacks equal treatment in trials and court hearings.

Prince Hall, a freed slave, formed an African-American Masonic Lodge. This trend spread throughout the north, and became a source of community support. Phillis Wheatley was a prominent poet in Boston, as well as a slave.

Native Americans and the Revolution

Revolutionary ideology gave no hope for the freedom and independence of Native Americans. They suffered the most during the war, losing half their population east of the Mississippi. Revolutionary idea of equal economic opportunity made people move west; settlers brought disease, farming practices unlike the Natives’ subsistence ways, and alcohol.

Natives’ clothing, tools, weapons, etc. became a mix of old and new materials—European cloth, metal, and glass.

Natives insisted on retaining control of their land and ways of life. Chickasaws asked Congress to pass laws banning colonists’ encroachment on their land. 

Forging New Governments

From Colonies to States

11/13 states created bicameral legislatures made of an elected assembly and a council chosen by the governor or the assembly.

Voters who owned property had more of a say in the laws/officials chosen. 9/12 states lessened their property requirements for voting. Political Factions were selfish groups that advanced their own interests at the expense of the peoples’ liberty/public good. Most counties/towns had the same amount of representatives, even if one had a larger population. Only Pennsylvania tried to ensure that the population corresponds with the number of representatives.

The American Constitutions were created/changed by the people, as opposed to Britain, whose constitution was a list of arrangements/practices. Americans limited the government’s power and all included a Bill of Rights.

The elite-powered assemblies minimalized the executive branch’s power, fearing another dictatorial leader. Governors were elected, and Penn. got rid of the governor all together. All states besides South Carolina held elections annually. Legislatures took Governors’ powers—appointed judges, veto power, governors subject to impeachment.

Also made legislature more responsive to the people—governors don’t pick council, some allowed voters to pick assembly AND council, Penn/Georgia made a unicameral legislature. 

Back then, Democracy was considered as mob rule—concentration of power in hands of uneducated, general public.

In Mass., an elite-dominated convention made property qualifications for voting/running for office more stiff. This trend spread south—Georgia/Penn. created unicameral legislatures. Other states raised property qualifications.

Republicans believed that deep-seated social class divisions could jeopardize liberty; Virginia abolished Entails. Made it easier for people to inherit and divide property. Also ended Primogeniture—the requirement that the eldest son has to inherit property. By 1791, no state allowed primogeniture, and only two allowed entails.

Most state-established churches disappeared , except for New Hampshire, Conn., and Mass. (Congregational collected tithes from people who didn’t belong to a recognized Christian denomination) States abolished support of Anglican Church.

Formalizing a Confederation

Dickinson drafted a proposal for a national constitution—Congress adopted a weaker version of this and called it the Articles of Confederation, which was sent for ratification in 1777. The last state, Maryland, ratified it in 1781.

1. Single-Chamber Congress, elected by states, and each state had a vote.

2. Congress could request money, but couldn’t enact taxes w/o states’ approval

3. Congress couldn’t regulate commerce, both nationally and internationally

4. 7 states had to approve a minor law; 9 for big ones like war, treaties, and currency; unanimous for changing the Articles

5. Didn’t create an independent executive branch—made committees who oversaw finance, diplomacy, military, Native American affairs, and interstate disputes

6. No national judicial branch—all states had to recognize one another’s laws

7. Eliminated all interstate travel/trade barriers

 

Finance, Trade, and the Economy

The war cost $160 mil. and the government printed too much money and caused inflation. Robert Morris wanted to create a 5% tax on imports, but Rhode Island said no, so it couldn’t be passed. Morris and Alexander Hamilton created the Newburgh Conspiracy.

Threatened a coup d’etat (sudden overthrow of gvmt) to army officers unless the treasury obtained the right to tax, which would raise their salary. Washington found out, and gave a speech, leaving the officers unwilling to carry out the plan.

Congress kept trying to get taxation rights, but a state would always say no. The states no longer gave Congress enough money.
The continuation of restrictions against trade with Britain led to an economic depression in New England. Some New Englanders traded w/ Scandinavia, French Indies, and China. Some smuggled food to the British Indies for money.

The Middle colonies got richer—were less dependent on Britain and benefited from climbing export prices.

The South struggled—exports weren’t selling as much. Many tobacco farmers switched to wheat or hemp, which required less labor, leaving farmers with underemployed, restless slaves.

The Confederation and the West

Relations with Natives and Colonists regarding land ownership were not very good ( The Ordinance of 1785 made the township, six square miles, the basic unit of settlement. Each township was divided into 36 sections. The Northwest Ordinance (1797) set the requirements for the creation of a new state. North of Ohio River was the Northwest Territory, which could be divided into states. Forbade slavery in the territory, but new states could make that decision. First, Congress would appoint a governor and judges. Second, as soon as 5000 males lived there, voters would make a temporary constitution and would elect a legislature. Last, when the total population reached 60000, voters would ratify a state constitution, which Congress would have to approve.

The available territory was actually owned by 150000 Native Americans split up into 80 tribes. Some leaders just gave in to America, like the Iroquois. Treaties of Ft. McIntosh/Ft. Finney forced Delaware/Shawnee to recognize American sovereignty. 

Britain still helped/armed Natives, and still occupied forts in the NW. Joseph Brant (pro-British Iroquois) led resistance in the NW.

The disunity amongst Natives led some colonists to organize raids into the NW territory, and forced Miamis, Shawnees, and Delawares to evacuate Southern Indy/Ohio. Creek leader Alexander McGillivray recaptured Southern Georgia. 

Spain denied colonists permission to ship crops down the Mississippi and through New Orleans. Jay-Gardoqui Treaty was rejected, but it opened Spanish markets to America/Opened Spanish claims to disputed land, at the cost of postponing American access to New Orleans for another twenty years.

Toward a New Constitution

Shays’s Rebellion

The Jay-Gardoqui treaty showed tensions in American unity. New England was in a depression, there were high taxes from the elite-dominated legislature for paying war debts, and there was a shortage of specie (gold/silver) because British creditors wouldn’t take any other type of currency, along with Massachusetts merchants and the government. Mid-Atlantic/Southern states were recovering due to increased exports of tobacco/food to Europe. People were getting unhappy with the government. Merchants wanted a government powerful enough to secure trading privileges. Western setters wanted a government that would be more active against Natives, Spain, and Britain. Urban people wanted to protect them from foreign competition. Massachusetts farmers, led by Daniel Shays, tried to shut down courts because they couldn’t pay taxes/debt in specie. The rebels took control of the legislature in 1787, and cut taxes. After this and similar skirmishes, Nationalists said America was vulnerable to “Mobology”. Rumors said that Spain offered the use of New Orleans’ port if states seceded. Delegates called for a general convention to propose amendments for the articles.

The Philadelphia Convention

Decided whether to change or replace the Articles of Confederation to give the national government more power. Would also decide was how to balance the conflicting interests of large vs. small states.  James Madison wrote the Virginia Plan. William Patterson offered the New Jersey Plan. 

Virginia Plan:

1. Strong central government

2. Congress had unrestricted legislative/taxation power

3. Abolished state governments

4. Number of representative corresponds with population

5. Voters elect lower house. Lower house elected upper house.

6. Both houses name president/judges

New Jersey Plan:

1. Single-chamber congress

2. Each state had same number of votes

To decide, a committee came together and formed a compromise—Equal votes in upper house, proportional in the lower house.

The Constitution of the United States was ratified on September 17, 1787.

The Constitution:

1. Congress could tax

2. Regulate interstate commerce

3. Conduct diplomacy

4. States couldn’t make currency, interfere with contracts/debts, or tax interstate commerce

5. All states had to uphold the Constitution

6. Established separation of powers between executive, judicial, legislative

7. Established checks and balances, which prevented one branch having more power than the others

8. Members of one branch couldn’t pick members of another, besides judges

9. Established Federalism to place limits on central authority—Constitution amended by votes of ¾ states

10. National government in charge of foreign affairs, defense, interstate commerce, and currency. States had all other powers.

Major argument in convention was whether or not slaves counted as people while determining a state’s representation. The south would obviously have more votes, and threatened to secede if slaves weren’t counted. They agreed to the three-fifths clause, allowed 3/5 slaves to count as people. Constitution also forbade all citizens from returning escaped slaves to a different state. Also, didn’t allow the banning of slave importation before 1808.

The constitution was ratified by elected delegates from each state. Nine states had to agree before it was ratified.

The Struggle over Ratification

Constitution’s supporters were called Federalists and opponents were Antifederalists. Antifederalists thought that increasing the national government’s power would doom the states, and that state governments were more responsive to popular will. This showed British-American’s fears of concentrated power. The federalists had popular figures like Washington and Franklin on their side. The constitution was ratified June 21, 1788. The last state to vote was New Hampshire. However, the government would be weak, because New York and Virginia didn’t vote for it. The federalists got support from Virginia, who wanted the government to protect them from Indian raids. They ratified it June 25. Federalists spread rumors in New York, saying that if the convention rejected the constitution, federalist New York City would secede, leaving the rest of Northern New York alone and unconnected to prosperous New York City. With that, New York ratified on the 26th. 

The Federalist, aka the Federalist Papers, was written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay. It argued for the constitution, defended political minorities from the majority tyranny, and prevented the stubborn political minority from blocking important laws.

